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NEW YORK CI TY POLI CE DEPARTNMENT
DEPUTY COW SSI ONER OF TRI ALS
One Police Plaza
New Yor k, New York
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July 27, 2023
11:00 A M

RESPONDENT: PCLI CE OFFI CER JERVACK ROVERO
24072/ 2021
REPORTER: VANESSA WALKER
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30 Wll Street, 8th Floor
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PROCEEDI NGS 2
PCLI CE OFFI CER JOHNSON:  Good nor ni ng
cal l ing case 24072/ 2021, Police Oficer Jermack Ronero.
HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE: Counsel, state
your appearances.
M5. MCCARTHY: Stephanie McCarthy for the
Depart nent .
MR. NEWVAN. -- Morris Newmran (phonetic)
al so for the Departnent.
MR. SANDERS:. Eric Sanders for police
of ficer Jermack Romero.
HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE: Good to neet you.
And good norning, Oficer Ronmero. You all may be
seat ed.

Anot her prelimnary, | want to note for the
record that | did receive copies of the exhibits. |
don't know how many of themw ||l be admtted with all
of them |I'msure you will enlighten me. There are 20
that | have.

M5. MCCARTHY: A lot of them are premarked

in anticipation. | only expect to bring in 1 through
10. If other issues cone up, other things nmay end up
com ng up.

HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE: M. Sanders, | see
there's no stipulation, no objections?

MR. SANDERS: No objection. One through
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© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

PROCEEDI NGS
10 is perfect.

(Wher eupon, Departnent's Exhibits 1
t hrough 10 were received into evidence.)

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Just so | know in
terns of timng, how nmany wi tnesses do you intend for
t oday?

M5. MCCARTHY: Should only be two to three
t oday.

HONORABLE FACI O LINCE: Can you tell ne
who t hey are?

MS. MCCARTHY: W have Daniell e Ronero,
have investigating officer, Sergeant Janes Rahill, he
was the arresting officer.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: You said you don't
anticipate calling nore witnesses beyond today?

M5. MCCARTHY: | don't anticipate it.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: You anticipate
calling any witness, M. Sanders?

MR. SANDERS: No. W can proceed.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: W thout further
adeu, that we need to how | ongi ng keep there's one is
there anything el se we need to take care of ?

M5. MCCARTHY: If you | ook at the charges
and specs, we cited both the adm nistration gui de and

penal law. And sone we're only proceeding through the
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PROCEEDI NGS 4

adm ni strative guide and penal | aw.

HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE: Wi ch ones are you
proceeding with in the adm nistrative guide only?

MS. MCCARTHY: Nunbers one and three.
Nunmber two only already cited the AG

HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: Ckay. | wll hear
openi ng st atenents.

M5. MCCARTHY: Conm ssioner, on the night
of Septenber 30, 2021, 18-year-old Danielle Romero
st ood back against the wall, arnms bl ocking her face as
the man she thought |oved her, the Respondent, held a
fist over her head. "I can break your face right now "
He threatened. Police Oficer Jermack Ronero was
bi gger than her, stronger than her, and 20 years ol der
than her. Wen he threatened her, she believed it.

That ni ght began as any ot her ordinary night
at the Respondent's place. They ordered di nner and
they ate together. They were enjoying sone cocktails
toget her but the night took a turn when Ms. Ronmero made
a j oke about the Respondent's relationship with his
best friend, Bruce. The Respondent called her a hating
ass bitch and said to her, "this is why you can't
drink." Bear in mnd, Ms. Ronero was only 18 years old
at the tinme, and the Respondent, he was 38.

You will hear fromthe victimherself about
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PROCEEDI NGS 5
everything that transpired after the joke that evening.
She'll tell you that they bickered that the Respondent
told her to get out the apartnment. She gathered her
things and she left without incident. She was outside
his apartnment trying to summon a cab while on the phone
with her cousin when the Respondent canme back out to
argue with her sonme nore. The Respondent, very nuch a
grown man hinsel f, chided 18-year ol d Danielle Ronero
for not acting |like a grown wonan because a grown woman
woul d | eave, not call anybody.

The two bickered, but Respondent ultimately
invited Ms. Ronmero back inside where she accepted.
VWhile in the apartnment they went into the bedroom The
Respondent had the lights off. M. Ronero turned them
on. She wanted to speak. She wanted to tal k about
their argunent. M. Ronero warned her not to fucking
play wth himand to turn the fucking light off. And
then he started to countdown |i ke he mght do a child.
He started five, four, and Ms. Ronero was not anused
and finished the countdowmn for him 3, 2, 1.

Ms. Ronero will tell you that the Respondent
junped out of the bed, grabbed her bags and threw it
into the hallway. Then he canme back into the apartnent
into his bedroomto throw sonething else out of the

apartnment. Her. She'll tell you she knew he was
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PROCEEDI NGS 6
comng to get her. She junped on the bed to avoid
bei ng grabbed by him The Respondent junped on the
bed, too. The Respondent escal ated the situation. He
j unped on the bed and grabbed Ms. Ronero by her hair.
He dragged her off the bed and through his apartnent.
Ms. Ronero tried to find her feet and frailed on to
sonmet hing to boxers which ripped off. Respondent grabs
her by the arm and continues to drag her through the
apartnment. M. Ronero broke free and punched M.
Ronero in the nouth, causing himto bleed. And even
then, he didn't diffuse the situation.

It was then he cornered her, with fist over
head and threatened to break her face. "I can rip
shit, too." He told her. He grabs the clothes, he
grabs the collar of her sweatshirt and rips it down the
m ddl e and also rips the chain off her neck. For good
measure, he veers back and spits the blood fromhis
mouth all over her face. Respondent gets close to her
face and tells her, now |I'mreporting you as EDP.

Ms. Ronero had | earned from hi mwhat EDP
meant. She didn't know what to do but she did what we
hope all teenagers would do in that nonment, she called
her rom Ms. Ronero's nother -- I'msorry. She called
her nmom on FaceTine. M. Ronero's nother saw bl ood all

over her daughter's face. M. Ronero told her nother
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PROCEEDI NGS 7
what had just happened. She told her nother about the
fight. The Respondent rips the phone out of her hand
and hangs up the phone. He said "I didn't call 911, |
only was only pretending, why did you call your
nother." Ms. Ronmero had al ready seen the bl ood and she
had al ready called for help.

Ms. Ronero had left in a cab that another
faml|ly nmenber called for her. The Respondent l|left as
well. Wen the 50th Precinct stopped to the | ocation,
everybody was gone. M. Ronero was al nost hone when
she received a call fromthe 50th Precinct to cone to
the station. As requested she nmade her way to the
precinct. She did what they asked her and answered
their questions and told them exactly what happened.
She took pictures of herself and also |let themtake
pi ctures of her in the precinct of her injuries.
Scratches to her neck where her chain was ripped off,
scratches on her face fromthe scuffle. Blood splatter
on her face and sweatshirt, bruises on her arns.

You'l |l see these photos.

At approximately mdni ght that evening, the
Respondent is at 50th Precinct where is he placed under
arrest for the aforenentioned -- here Respondent is
charged with engagi ng with verbal and physica

altercations with Ms. Ronero disconnecting her call
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PROCEEDI NGS 8
with her nother, spitting blood in her face and ri pping
her sweatshirt and chain off her neck. During the
course of this trial, you will get to hear from
Ms. Ronero herself. You wll see she is nervous to be
here today but she is going to tell you the truth about
what happened.

Comm ssi oner, at the conclusion of this
trial, the Departnent is asking the court to find
Respondent guilty of each specification and inpose
recommended penalty of term nation of the Respondent
consistent with the disciplinary nmetric. Thank you.

HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: Do you wish to
make an openi ng?

MR. SANDERS: The Departnent just is
| ayi ng out what they believe to be -- presented to the
case. But | want the Conmi ssion to pay attention to
the facts in the docunents. You just heard a whole
resuscitation about this alleged confrontation about
these two parties. Meanwhile, in her own | anguage, she
had witten, she clearly says that she was asked by the
Police Oficer Ronmero to | eave her apartnent. And she
punched himin the face. And this is going to boil
down to who is credible -- whether the prinmary
aggressor | aw was applied and what defenses Ronmero has

because at that point when he term nated her right to

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

PROCEEDI NGS 9
be there. He then can use physical force to renpbve her
fromthe apartnent. That's what happened in this case.

I'"'mglad that Ms. Ronero is going to show up,
because unli ke nost cases, we get PSAs, we get a |live
version of what she told the police that day. There's
no evidence and there wll be no evidence that Ronero
did anything, neaning Police Oficer Ronmero through the
W tness's own testinony. He asked her to | eave, she
refused to | eave, he used physical force for her to

| eave. That's what this case is about. This case is

not about intentional assault. |It's not about a
19-year-old -- she was 19 at the tinme, it's not about
himbeing large or small. [It's about applying the | aw

equally to people. He doesn't lose his right when he's
a police officer.

Hopeful ly, all the avail able evidence in this
case that you find the defendant not guilty of al
charges. Thank you.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Thank you.
Departnent, you may call your first wtness.

M5. MCCARTHY: The Departnent calls our
first wtness, Ms. Danielle Ronero.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Good norni ng, do
you swear or affirmthe tell the truth and not hi ng but

the truth?

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. ROVERO | do.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: State your nane
and spell it for the record,.

M5. ROVERO  Daniell e Ronero,
DA-NI-E-L-L-E, ROMERO

HONORABLE FACIO- LINCE: |1'mgoing to ask
that you speak as loudly as you can into the m crophone
because the court reporter will be taking down
everything that you say. | wll ask that you use
verbal responses because she can't take down novenents
or head shakes. And | also ask that you wait for a
guestion to be conpl eted before you begi n answering.
You have any questions before we proceed?

THE W TNESS: No.
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON BY
V5. MCCARTHY:

O

Good norning, Ms. Ronero.

Good nor ni ng.

Ms. Ronmero, are you currently enpl oyed?
No.

Wiy weren't aren't enpl oyed?

| just had a baby.

About how | ong ago?

A nont h ago.

o >» O >» O >» O »F

Prior to being on maternity | eave, were you

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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D. ROVERQ DI RECT 11

enpl oyed?
A Yes.
Q Where have you worked in the recent parts?
A | was working at Chel sea Pier at one point

and then a snoke shop.
Q Ms. Ronero, | want to direct your attention

to Septenber 30th of 2021. How old were you at that

time?

A 19.

Q On that date, were you in a relationship with
anybody?

A. Yes. Wth Jernmack Ronero.

Q When did you and Jermack Ronero neet?

A August of 2020.

Q So approxi mately how | ong before?

A | met himending of July, beginning of
August .

How ol d were you when you net hinf

A | was 17.

Q How ol d was?

A 38 -- I'msorry.

Q Approximately is fine. How did your
rel ati onship cone about ?
A My nother was in a relationship, you can say

with his partner. And they had went out on a double

11

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

D. ROMVERQO DI RECT 12
date and ny friend had given himny |nstagram and
Jermack wote nme through Instagram

Q | want to clarify, where exactly did you
first neet hinf

A Orchid Beach.

Q Were you with anybody that day?

A | was with nmy nom

Q Was he tending the beach as a guest?

A No. He was on duty.

Q Was he in unifornf

A Yes.

Q That's how hi mand your nother net?

A That's how his partner and ny nom net.

Q And you were there?

A Yes.

Q After he reaches out to you through
| nstagram how does the rel ati onship evol ve?

A We spoke a little bit through Instagram we
exchange phone nunbers, we planned a date and we went
out. That's what happened.

Q Did you go on nultiple dates after that?

A Yes.

Q Did there cone a point when the relationship
becanme official?

A | want to says Novenber of that year.

12
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D. ROVERQ DI RECT 13

Q How woul d you characterize your relationship
with himat that point?

A It was good. It was fun.

Q After that point, how woul d you descri be
characterize the rel ationship?

A It started to get a little bit rocky. Mving
toward the end of the year.

Q What do you nean by rocky?

A W would get into argunents frequently and we
woul d argue maybe once, tw ce a nonth.

Q Were they big argunents?

A At first they started off at small things, if
he felt like I didn't disrespect him if | didn't
wanted to go out with nmy friends. It turned into him
ki cking nme out of the apartnment, himthrow ng ny stuff
out of the apartnment. Hmtelling ne to go.

Q This went on for approximtely how | ong?

A Up until the incident on Septenber 30t h.

Q Again, | want to the redirect your attention
to Septenber 30, 2021, were you and the Respondent

t oget her on that date?

A Yes.

Q In a relationship on that date?
A Yes.

Q Where were you that day?

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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D. ROVERQ DI RECT 14

A | was inside his apartnent.

Q How | ong had you been there that day?

A | was there since the prior night.

Q You had sl ept over?

A Yes.

Q Was M. Ronero also there wth you all day?

A Yes.

Q Did he | eave at any point and return?

A Only in the norning to do his normal routine,
go to the gym go get sonething eat and cone back.

Q How woul d you characterize that day?

A It started off fine. And | was sl eeping for

nost of the day. And that was it.

Q What, if anything, unusual occurred that
eveni ng?

A W weren't having sex prior to that evening,
and it was just a little bit unusual that he started to
engage in sexual activities with ne.

Q s there a reason why?

A He just said that he was taking new gympills
and that it wasn't working.

Q That evening, you becane intimte again?

A Yes.

Q What, if anything, occurred after that?

A

He asked ne if | wanted to have a drink wth

14
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D. ROMVERQO DI RECT 15
him which | obviously said okay. W decided to order
food and hang out for a little bit.

Q Did that evening take a turn for the worse at
some point?

A Yes.

Q Can you tell ne what happened?

A After we had finished eating, he got up to
the kitchen to get a pastry that he bought earlier in
the day. He said that he was going to send it to his
friend Bruce. | nade a joke, you're going to send it
to your girlfriend. That's when he said, "it's always

the hating ass bitches. You're a hating ass bitch."

It wasn't anything serious to nme and | let it
go and he told ne | should |leave. | asked himif he's
sure he wanted ne to go. | grabbed ny stuff, | started

packi ng and | headed towards the exit where | waited
for a cab.

Q When you say you headed toward the exit, did

you exit his apartnent?

A Yes.

Q Were were you waiting for the cab?

A | was waiting inside this hallway that's in
front of his apartnment door. |It's a secluded hallway.

Q Does anyone el se have access to this hallway?

A Yes.

15

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

D. ROVERQ DI RECT 16

Q It's not part of his apartnment?

A No.

Q You |l eft his apartnent?

A Yes.

Q What did you do when you're in a hallway?

A | was on the phone with nmy cousin -- at
first, I was calling an Uber. Uber said there was
not hi ng avail able around. | was trying Lyft, Lyft said

t here was nothing available. So I called nmy cousin and
asked himif he'll be able to call ne a cab. That's
when, | guess Jernmack was listening fromthe opposite
side end of the door, and he asked ne who |I was tal king
to. | told himand he asked ne to hang up the phone
and asked ne to conme back inside.

Q When you were talking to your cousin, were
you telling himabout the argunent you just had?

A Yes.

You went back i nside?

A Yes.

Q What happens once you go inside?

A Jermack was | ayi ng down --

Q This is in the bedroonf

A. Yes, he's in his bedroom So | wal ked toward
the bedroom He was laying down. | turned on the

light, he asked ne to turn off the light, which I

16
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D. ROMVERQO DI RECT 17
didn't. And he went, "you think it's a gane, you think
It's a fucking gane. Just lay down and going to
sleep.” | told himl wanted to talk to himbecause |
felt like every other week | was on the other opposite
end of the door, and he wasn't going for it.

And then he began to countdown fromfive. |
said 3, 2, 1. He got off fromthe bed and he turned
off the light. Wen he turned off the [ight sw tch,
the light swtch broke. So | junped on top of the bed.
He had taken ny bad and threw it out of the apartnent.
And he cane back inside to, | guess, try to get ne out
the apartnent. | was on top of the bed so we were
runni ng around the room - -

Q What do you nean by running around the roonf
A W were basically chasing each other. Well,
he was chasing nme and | was trying to get away from him
so he wouldn't catch nme. When he did catch ne, he
caught nme by ny hair and dragged ne out the room |
was holding on to his boxers. H's boxers started to
rip. So | was on the floor and his genitals are out

and I"mtrying to stand up, grabbing on to his shirt.

Wen | finally stood out, he was holding ne by his arm
and | was telling himto let go of nme, | started not to
feel well. | started to feel like |I was going to bl ack
out.

17
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D. ROMVERQO DI RECT 18

Q Is he still dragging you at this point?

A He's pulling ne and |I'm pulling back -- |I'm
telling himto let go. And | then strike himin the
face. He began to bleed profusely fromhis nouth and I
wal ked out of the apartnent. | guess he went to change
his shirt and his boxers. He cane back outside of the
apartnment and | --

Q You |l eft the apartnment now?

A " moutside of the apartnent now. |'min
t hat hal | way now.

Q Ckay.

A When he -- he canme out of the apartnent after
he changed his shirt and his boxers and he went back
I nsi de because he said he's going to call ne in as an
EDP. | called ny nomand prior to calling ny nom he
spit all the blood that was in his nmouth in ny face.
When | called ny nom she thought he had beaten ne.

And she decided to call the police and say that he and
| are in a donestic dispute, and sonething is going on
because ny face is bl oody.

Q What were you wearing with the spit in your

face?
A | was wearing a quarter zip and sweat pants.
What, if anything, with your quarter zip?
A | guess because | ripped his boxers. "You

18
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want to rip stuff, | can rip shit, too. He taken ne
by the sweater, and he ripped it. And when he ripped
it, he took my name chain with it. So | had took off
the shirt and | put on ny work shirt that | had packed
earlier. And at this point we are in a corner and he
cornered ne. He said do you know | can break your
fucking face in. You're lucky, | think it's ny nom
that's here with ne right now because | can break your
face in.

Q Was he doi ng anyt hi ng when he was doing this
to you?

A His hands in a fist.

Hs hands in a fist?

A | don't know how to explain howit.

Q WAs what it over your head?

A No.

Q In your face?

A Yes. Kind of.

Q What happened next?

A At that point, he had went outside -- he was

on the phone, or pretending, saying ny girlfriend just
hit nme, | need you to cone and pick her up. | assuned
that he was calling another police officer. He went
back inside. Wen he canme back inside, he saw | was

still on the phone, he snatched the phone, hung up the

19
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D. ROMVERQO DI RECT 20
call. "Wy did you call your phone, | wasn't really
calling you as an EDP."

The situation had already gotten out of hand.
He went back outside and closed the door. M
grandnother called ne and told ne that ny cab was
al ready outside and the situation is gone and just go
home so | got in ny cab and | |eft.

Q Where did you go in the cab?

A | went hone.

Q Did you actually nmake it hone?

A Yes, | got to the front of ny house before
the officers at the 50th precinct called ne.

Q What happened when they cal |l ed?

A They asked nme who were they speaking to and
they wanted ne to go to the 50th Precinct and nobody
was in trouble. They wanted to ask ne a coupl e of
guestions. | told them!| was already in front of ny
house. They said it's okay, they have a ride for ne to
go back honme they just want to talk. | dropped ny
stuff off at home and | went back.

Q | want to go back to the beginning of the
argunment where it all started. The first argunent
about the joke, about Bruce. How were -- what kind of
vol une was he speaking at you?

A. At first it started off nonotone, and then it

20
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D. ROMVERQO DI RECT 21
got into -- escalated where he's raising his voi ce.

Q WAs he cursing at you?

A Only with the "hating ass bitch" part and
once we got inside, he was just |like "I can break your
fucking face".

Q After that first argunent, you left?

A Yes.

Q Did you pack your own bag?

A Yes.

Q When you left, and you were on the phone with

your cousin, was the apartnment door cl osed?

A Yes.

Q And he opened the apartnent door?

A Yes.

Q What did he say to you when he opened the
door ?

A He asked ne who was | on the phone with, and

| told himny cousin, and he asked ne to hang up the
phone and conme back inside. So | did that. When

canme back inside, the situation escalated. Being
outside of the apartnent after us getting into that
altercation when ny nom hung off the phone, he asked ne
why do | have to call people. That's not what a grown
wonman does, a grown wonman woul d' ve gotten up and left.

Q | want to tal k about when you go into the

21
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apartnent and you go into the bedroom was he already
I n the bedroom when you wal ked i n?

A Yes, he was | ayi ng down.

Q The lights on or off?

A They were off, and | turned them on.

Q What were you saying to hinf

A | was telling himlet's speak about the
situation, we've been together a little while now |
think it's ridiculous that I'm always on the opposite
end of the door.

Q Qpposite end of the door neani ng what?

A Every time we fight, he has the habit of
ki cking nme out and telling nme to | eave.

Q How woul d you descri be his voi ce when he was
telling you to turn the light off and when he began to
count down?

A He was very aggressive and his tone was
assertive, his tone was very, |I'mserious turn off the
light and | couldn't. And that's when -- he didn't
raise his voice yet. His voice wasn't risen until we
were already outside the apartnment in that hallway.

Q After he stands up and cones over to the
light switch, you stated that he broke the |ight
switch?

A Yes.

22
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Q How di d that happen?

A He hit it with the renpte, like trying to
flick it off. So the case of the light swi tch broke.
The light is off at this point?

Yes.
Did you turn it back on?
Yes.

What did he say after you turned it back on?

> O >» O >» O

He told ne to turn off the fucking Iight and
go to sleep, and | think it's a joke and |I'm pl ayi ng
with him He didn't say |ike --
| need a nmonent. |I'msorry. Can | see
sonething to refresh ny nmenory, |'m bl anking right now
Q What woul d refresh your recollection?
A Past interviews.
Q W do have those.
M5. MCCARTHY: |'mgoing to nove on.
HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: You're going to
wi t hdrawn the question. Just give your witness a
monent .
THE WTNESS: |'m ready.
Q It's understandable that you' re upset. How
are you feeling about being here today?
A It was a | ast m nute decision. | decided

| ast m nute on Friday that | was going to cone.
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Q Why is that?

A | didn't want to conme because -- | felt bad.
| didn't want the sane thing to other officers, and IB
-- | didn't want to ruin his career. This is sonething
he worked for. | felt that at the end of the day |
didn't deserve what happened, considering the way |
treated himduring out relationship. | never
di srespected him | never asked himfor anything.
Anytinme he needed a person, | was there for him
anytime he wanted to cry, | was there for him | think
today was the perfect opportunity to show hi myou did

this to yourself and you deserve to be punished for

t hat .

Q I f you can explain, why are you crying right
now?

A | just honestly don't want to be here. |I'm
tired of tal king about the situation. |'ve had anxiety
since the day it happened. | have anxiety any tine
after that, |'ve spoken to him that |I've seen him
I"'mtired of -- | have a baby now. | don't want to

continue to deal with sonething that happened two years
ago.

Q We conpl etely understand. Do you need
anot her m nute before we continue?

A. No, we can conti nue.

24
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Q | want to go back to the bedroom at what
point did he grab your hair?

A He grabbed ny hair when he was al ready
standing up -- he threw ny bag out of the apartnent.
When he cane back into the apartnment, we like ran
around for maybe a m nute before he junped on the bed
and caught ne by ny hair.

Q Did you junp on the bed first?

A Yes.

Q Why did you junp on the bed?

A | just had a feeling, Ilike we were going to
get into a altercation so | was trying to avoid it
before it began.

Q But you got your hair grabbed?

A Yes.

Q Now you' re both on the bed and he's hol di ng
you on the bed?

A He's on the bed now, I'min front of the bed
frame. Now he's wal king off the bed.

Q Still holding you by the hair?

A Yes.

Q How hard is he hol ding you?

A Pretty tight. | don't know how you woul d
describe it, but at the time | had really short hair so

he was pretty close to ny scalp. H's hand was full of
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ny hair.
Q One hand or two?

A. Just one.

Q When you're being pulled by the hair fromthe

apartnment, are you wal ki ng upright?
A No, I'mon the ground. He's dragging ne and

I''m holding on to his boxers so he's standi ng behi nd

me.
Q Are you trying to stand up?
A Yes.
Q How are you ultimtely able to stand up?
A | believe I grabbed on his shirt, he finally

let go of ny hair. Wen | stood up, we were in the
hal | way of his apartnment. W're still inside so in
bet ween the kitchen and the bathroom And he began to
grab on to ny -- | don't know what you call this --
this the forearm (indicating)?

M5. MCCARTHY: The wtness is gesturing
toward her triceps.

HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: The left or right?

THE WTNESS: He's holding on to both of
nmy triceps.

A So as we were going back and forth he was

trying to get me out the apartnent at this point but |

was asking himto let me go and that's when | began to
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feel like | was going to black out and that's when |
punched himin the face.

Q How hard was he holding on to your arns?

A Tightly that | ended up with a pencil |ength
brui se on the back of ny triceps.

Q What happens after you -- going back to the
bl acki ng out, has that ever happened before to you?

A No.

Q When you felt that you were going to black
out, what's happening in your head?

A | was starting to feel very hot and | do
remenber still telling himto let ne go, let go, |et
go. And he wouldn't let go. And that nonent, | can't
remenber anything else. | just knowthat | hit himin
the face that he finally let got off me and | made ny
ways towards the exit of the apartnent.

Q And you nmake it to the exit?

A Yes.

Q You | eave the apartnent again?

A Yes.

Q So you're outside of his door, where is your

bag at this point?
A My bag is outside of the apartnent.
Q It's been there the whole tine?

A. It's been there the whole tine.
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Q The apartnent door is closed agai n?

A Yes.

Q Then what did you do when you were now in his
hal | way?

A At first | started picking up ny bel ongi ng
fromthe floor because --

Q How did they fill spill out of your bag?

A He had threw them outside of the apartnent.

Q So I was picking up ny belongings at first.
Jermack followed ne outside, | guess he realized he's
with his genitals out. He went inside to change, put
on a different shirt, put on a different boxer. He
came outside. | was sitting on the ground, crying. He

then spit on ny face. Wen he spit on ny face, that's

when he said, I'mgoing to call you in as an EDP. \Wen
he said that, with all the blood on ny face, | called
nmy nom hey, he's calling nme in. | mght get arrested.

I mght be at the 50th Precinct that's by his house,
she started to get nervous because she saw bl ood all
over ny face. \When she saw the bl ood --

MR. SANDERS: (Objection. She didn't know
what's in his nother's mnd. |I'mtrying not to
i nterrupt.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Sustain. \Wen you

testify, testify about what you saw. You can't testify
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what soneone el se is thinking.
THE WTNESS: Ckay.

A. So she saw bl ood on ny face, she said that
she was going to call the police, asked ne for his
address and where we were at. She called the police.
When he realized that | was on the phone with her, he
snat ched the phone out ny hand. He hung it up and he
said, why do you have to call your nom A grown woman
woul dn't do that. A grown woman could just get up and
| eave.

At one point, after that, we had gotten into
a corner and he had told nme, you're lucky |I don't break
your fucking face in right now | can break your
fucking face. [It's probably my nomwho is here with ne
right now and that's why | don't break your fucking
face in.

After that, ny grandnother calls ne and tells
me just |eave. Your cab is outside. It's done and
over with, your nom already called the police. Go
home. That's when | wal ked outside. | was crying for
alittle bit. | got inside my cab with all ny stuff
and once | got to the front of ny house, the officers
fromthe 50th Precinct called ne.

Q WAs your sweatshirt ripped after the cal

wi th your nother or before?
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A | don't renenber.

Q You nentioned that he said he was going to
called in a EDP?

A Yes.

Q Did you known what that neant at the tine?

A Yes.

Q How di d you know?

A Prior to the situation, one of the days
Jermack was working, he told nme he had responded to an
EDP and he told ne it neant enotionally distressed
per son.

Q When you call ed your nother, was it through

regul ar tel ephone, how did you call your nother?

A | called her on FaceTi ne.

Q There was a canera on?

A Yes.

Q She was able to see your face?

A Yes.

Q And you could see her face?

A Yes.

Q When you said the Respondent said he could

break your face in and his nother was with him what
did that nean?
A Whi ch part that his nother was with hin®
Q Yes.
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A Well his nother is deceased so | guess he was
saying that she was there in spirit wwth him telling
himnot to do it, that it's not worth it.

Q | want to talk about the sweatshirt that was
ripped. It was a sweatshirt?

A Yes. It was a quarter zip.

Q What kind of material it was made out of the?

A Cot t on.

Q Was it thicker than a T-shirt?

A. Yes, a little bit.

Q Alittle bit nore sturdy than a T-shirt?

A Yes.

Q | want to tal k about the necklace. Wat kind
of neckl ace was it?

A It was a gold nanme chai n.

Q Did you ever see it again after that night?

A No.

Q Did it nean a |ot to you?

A Yes.

Q Where did you get it fronf

A My nom

Q After the sweatshirt was ripped, how far down
did the rip go?

A It past the zipper so | want to say md torso
ar ea.
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Q Could it be worn again after that?
A No.
Q Were you wearing the sweatshirt when he spit
bl ood in your face?
Yes.

Did bl ood get on the sweatshirt?

> O >

Yes.
Q When you're on the phone with your
gr andnot her outside the apartnent, she tells you just

| eave, the apartnment door is closed?

A Yes.

Q Had he gone back inside the apartnent?

A Yes.

Q And you left?

A Yes.

Q Did you see himleave al so?

A No.

Q You | eft and he was inside the apartnment when
you | eft?

A Yes.

Q If you know, was he present at any poi nt when

you were told that 911 had been called already, only if
you can answer that?
A | don't renenber.

Q You already testified that you took a cab to
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the 50th Precinct, what happens when you get there?

A When | get there, two officers cone and greet
nme they take ne into a back room and one of the
officers ask nme if | had a black eye and | said no. He
asked me to just check nyself out in the bathroom which
| did. Then they sad sat nme down, tow they told ne

they wanted to ask nme a couple of questions about the

I nci dent .
Q Did they ask you questions?
A Yes.
Q Did you answer those questions?
A Yes.
Q You told them exactly what happened?
A Yes.
Q Did you show them your ripped sweatshirt?
A Yes.
Q Did you show them -- w t hdrawn.

At this point, did you notice whether or not
you had sustained any injuries?
A No.
Q Did there cone a tinme when you did?
A Yes.
Q When did you realize?
A | realized | had the bruising on ny arm and

coupl e of scratches on nmy neck and face after the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100

33



© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

D. ROMVERQO DI RECT 34

Interview wi th | AB.

Q Did you show them these injuries?

A Yes, | took a picture of it on my phone.

Q Did anyone el se take photographs of you?

A The officers took photographs of the injuries
| sustained and they took photos of the photos | had
t aken.

Q Did you give themyour sweatshirt as well?

A | know that | took it out of ny bag. |'m not
a hundred percent sure if they took it.

Q But you showed it to thenf

A Yes.

Q Were you able to show them your neckl ace?
A No.

Q Why not ?

A It was gone. It was ripped during the

altercation with Jernack.

M5. MCCARTHY: |'m asking the w tness be
shown what is in evidence as Departnent's Exhibit -- |
plan to go through all ten photos. | don't know if you
want to give themat the sanme tine.

HONORABLE FACI O LINCE: W can give them
if there's no option for that. W can give themall at
once. And you can go through themindividually.

M5. MCCARTHY: They are nunbered.

34

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

D. ROVERQ DI RECT 35

(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent

was presented.)

Q

mar ked

A

phone,

Q

o > O »

' masking that you | ook at the picture
nunber one. Wat are we | ooking at here?

This is a photo of a photo that | took on ny
t he bl ood that Jermack had spit on ny face.

The phone in this photo is your phone?

Yes.

From the night of the incident?

Yes.

Can you describe where the blood is on your

It's around ny eyes, on ny nose, a little bit
ip and ny forehead.

When did you take this photo?

| took it right before |I left the apartnent.

You're actually in his apartnent when you

took this photo?

> O >» O >» O >

['"'min the hallway of his apartnent.
Qutside of his apartnent?

Yes.

In that hallway?

Yes.

I s the door behind you, his apartnent door?

Yes.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100

35



© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

Q

D. ROVERQ DI RECT 36

Prior to arriving at the precinct, did you

wi pe any of his blood off?

A
Q

No.

The shirt that you're wearing in the picture,

Is this the shirt that was ri pped?

A
Q
A
Q
A

No.

You changed?

Yes. It's ny work shirt | was wearing.
Way did you change?

He ripped the shirt | was wearing originally,

the quarter zip and | had nothi ng under.

Q

> O > O >

When did you change?

| changed while he was inside his apartnent.
And you were in the hallway?

Yes.

You had your bag with you?

Yes.

M5. MCCARTHY: |I'm now asking the w tness

be shown Departnent's 2.

(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent

was presented.)

Q

Which is photo two, on the right hand corner,

what are we | ooking at?

A

It's a photo of the blood on ny face that

Jermack spit on ne.
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Q Did you take this photo?

A No.

Q Do you renenber who did?

A The officers at the 50th Precinct took this
one.

Q It was taken that night of the incident?

A Yes.

Q In addition to the blood on your face --
wi t hdr awn.

Can you specifically say where it is on your
face in this photo?

A It's on ny forehead, on the bridge of ny
nose, the tip of nmy nose, around ny nose ring, and that
s it.

Q Anyt hing el se observable in this photo on
you?

A | have two cuts, close to ny coll arbone.

Q The scratches that you have on your face in
this photo, were those photos --

MR. SANDERS:. (bjection. She's describing
bl ood but they're scrapes. |'mtrying not to
I nterrupt.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Can you rephrase
your question.

M. MCCARTHY: | believe the witness

37
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testified that she has a | aceration to her coll arbone.
HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: That is correct.
Q | will refer to the |aceration to your
col | arbone, where did you obtain that |aceration?
A They were done when Jermack ripped the
sweat shirt and the chain.
Q Did you have that |aceration prior to the
I nci dent ?
A No.
M5. MCCARTHY: |'m asking the w tness be
shown what is in evidence as Departnent's 3.
(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
was presented.)
(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
was presented.)
Q What are we | ooking at here?
A This is a picture of ny fist.
Q What, if anything, can we observe on your
fist in this photo?
A They are bruised and they have cuts on them
Q You recall when you sustained the bruise and
cuts?
A The left hand that has the bruise and cut is
fromwhen | punched himin the nouth. And the red on

the right-hand side is fromwhen | punched the wall.
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Q Just for the record, can you specify which is
l eft and right using the rings on the fingers?

A My left one is the one with the dianond, ny
right one is the one with the crown ring.

Q How di d your hands feel after that incident?

A They hurt.

M5. MCCARTHY: |'m now asking the w tness
be shown what is in evidence as Departnent's 4.
(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent

was presented.)

Q What are we |ooking at in this photo?

A This is a photo of a photo that | had taken
of ny armwhile inside the 50th Precinct bathroom

Q VWhich armis this?

A This is nmy right arm

Q What do we have in this photo?

A It's the bruising that | sustained while
Jermack was grabbing on to ne.

Q Did you have that bruising prior to the
I nci dent that night?

A No.

Q How did your armfeel at the end of that
ni ght ?

A It was very sore and just sore to the touch.

M5. MCCARTHY: |'m asking the wtness be
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iIs in evidence as Departnent's 5.

(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent

was presented.)

Q

> O >» O >» O » O »

Q

Who took this photo?

My not her.

Do you recall when it was taken?
The next day.

What's it is a photo of ?

The injury on ny arm

VWhich armis this?

The right arm

What part of your armis this?
The triceps.

Can you describe the injuries you sustained

to your triceps?

A
to ne.

Q

A

Q
I nci dent ?

A

shown what

It was just bruising from Jermack hol di ng on

How did this armfeel after the incident?
The sane. Just or sore to the touch.

Did you have that bruising prior to the

No.
M5. MCCARTHY: Now asking the w tness be
is in evidence as Departnent's 6.

(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
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was presented.)
Q Ms. Ronmero, what is this a photo of?
A This is a photo of the sweatshirt that | was
wearing that Jermack had ripped off of ne.

Q Do you recall who took this photo?

A | believe it was the IB officer.

Q Sir, can you describe what you see in this
phot 0?

A It's ny sweatshirt wth bl ood and ri pped

torso area.

Q Can you specify which part of the sweatshirt
t here's bl ood?

A Frommy point of view, it's on the left-hand
side where it has the letters P and I.

Q And approxi mately how | ong woul d you say t hat
the tear is?

A | don't know. | just know that it was down
to belly button area for the average person.

Q Did your sweatshirt | ook Iike that prior to

the incident wwth M. Ronero?

A No.

Q Did it have any blood on it?

A No.

Q Did it have a rip down the m ddl e?
A No.
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M5. MCCARTHY: Asking the wi tness be shown
Departnent's 7.

(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
was presented.)

Q What is a photo of ?

A A cl ose up photo of the blood that Jernmack
spit on ne.

M5. MCCARTHY: Now |I'm asking the w tness
be shown what's received in evidence as Departnent's 8.
(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent was
present ed.)

Q What is this a photo of ?

A This is a photo of ne that the IB officers
took after ny interview wth them

Q This is that night of the incident?

A Yes.

Q VWhat are you doing in this photo?

A "' m show ng themthe scratches and the
brui sing on ny face and neck.

Q Can you specify where the scratches are?

A The scratches are on ny neck, ny collarbone
area, on ny face, upper cheek bone and the bruising is
on the mddle of ny cheek.

Q How di d you get those scratches and cruise

br ui ses?
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A During ny altercation with Jernack.

Q How did they feel after the incident?

A | couldn't feel themin that noment but the
next day they were burning and sore.

Q Prior to the incident, did you have these
scratches and brui sing?

A No.

M5. MCCARTHY: Asking the w tness been
shown Departnent's 9.
(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent

was presented.)

Q VWhat is this a photo?

A A photo of ne that the officers in the
50t h Precinct took.

Q Is this a different angle?

A Yes.

Q What side of your face is this?

A The left side of ny face.

Q What are you doing in this photo?

A ' mshow ng themthe scratches on ny neck.

Q Do you recall how you sustai ned those
scrat ches?

A Yes.

Q  How?

A During the altercation with Jernack.
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Q Is that fromwhen he ripped the neckl ace off
of you?
MR. SANDERS: (bj ecti on.
A Yes.
HONORABLE FACIO-LINCE: It is leading. |If
you can rephrase.
Q When did you sustain those scratches?
A | sustained those scratches when Jermack
ri pped the neckl ace off ny neck.
M5. MCCARTHY: |'m asking the w tness be
shown Departnent's 10.
(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
was presented.)

Q Ms. Ronero what is this a photo of ?

A A photo of nme that | took the next day.

Q You took this photo yourself?

A Yes.

Q Coul d you descri be what we see in this photo?
A You see the bruising that | sustained in this

altercation with Jermack and the scratches on ny cheek
and the | ower cheek and on ny neck.

Q Way were you taking this photo?

A | was taking the photo so that | can show
Jermack what he did to ne.

Q In ternms of the scratches to your neck, do

44
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you recall how you got those?

A Yes. | got them when Jermack ripped the
neckl ace of f ny neck.

Q There's also a |longer vertical laceration to
your upper cheek, do you recall how you sustained that
| acerati on?

A Yes. During the altercation with Jernack.

Q Specifically, do you recall at which point?

A No.

Q The bruising to the center of your cheek, do

you recall how you sustained that?

A No.
Q Did you have that prior to the incident?
A No.
Q How di d your face feel the next day?
A The scratches burned but other than that, it
felt fine.
Q Ms. Ronero, how do you feel about being here
t oday?
MR. SANDERS:. (bjection. |It's the
obj ecti on.
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE:  You can answer.
A | did not want to be here today.

Q Way did you decide to cone here today?

A. | decided to conme here because | feel that
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it'"s only right that you guys get to hear what happened
to nme and that's all.

MS. MCCARTHY: | have no further

guesti ons.
CROSS EXAM NATI ON BY
VR. SANDERS:

Q Good norning. You kept referring to the
altercation, right?

A Yes.

Q Is it fair to say that the two of you were in
an altercation?

A Yes.

Q Usi ng your words?

A In ny words, | would say that -- I'msorry.
Can you rephrase your question.

Q Repeat edl y t hroughout your direct testinony

you're using the word altercation, right?

A Yes.
Q What do you nean by altercation?
A What ny definition of an altercation is:

When you are in a situation with sonebody, when soneone
I's the aggressor, whether soneone else is the victimor
you both are the aggressor.

Q Let's talk about this case. You said earlier

in the testinony fromthe Departnent that you were hone
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in his apartnent, correct?

A Yes.

Q Are you a | easehol der of that apartnent?

A No.

Q He's the only | easehol der of that apartnent,
as far as you know?

A Yes.

Q Were you a guest?

A Yes.

Q As a guest, can he ask you to | eave at any
point in tinme he wants?

A O cour se.

Q He asks you to | eave, you believe you're

obligated to | eave?

47

A Yes.
Earlier in that day, did you have any drinks?
A Yes.
Q What ki nd of drinks did you have?
A A cocktail .
Q What type of cocktail ?
A Li ke the ingredients inside it?
Q Was it al cohol ?
A Yes.
Q What type of al cohol beverage?
A Hennessy.
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Q How many drinks did you have?
A We both equal |y have.
Q How many drinks did you have?
A Two cups.
Q Wthin what tine frame?
A Time frame of what? From when we started
drinking to the altercation?
Q Yes?
A Probably within an hour.
Q So two drinks, how | arge was the gl ass?
A | want to say they were regular red cups.
' mnot sure the ounces of the cup.
The | arger red cups?
A No.
Q Smal l er red cups?
A Yes.
Q Ei ght ounces?
A If you had a cup to show ne, | can clarify
that, but |'m not sure.
Q ' m asking you, did the police officer ever
go to the location and performan investigation?
A " m not sure.
M5. MCCARTHY: (Objection.
MR. SANDERS:. |'masking if she knows.
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Overrul ed.
48
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Q How many ounces of al cohol did you power for

I n that cup?

A. | wasn't the one that nade the drinks,
Jermack did.

Q You both voluntarily consune at |east two
drinks?

A Yes.

Q Wthin an hour or so, there's this
altercation, right?

A Yes.

Q If | remenber your testinony, this
altercation started wth a joke?

A Yes.

About Bruce being his girlfriend?

A Yes.

Q At that point he was upset?

A Yes.

Q Did he ask you to | eave?

A Not initially.

Q At that point did he ask you to | eave?

A He asked me to | eave after he called ne a

hating ass bitch. He then said | think you should just
go. | asked him are you sure you want ne to go. He
said just go. | got up, packed ny bags and | eft.

Q So you left the apartnent, right?
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A Yes.

Q At sonme point you canme back in?

A. After he asked ne, yes.

Q He say anything to you to get you to cone
back i n?

A He asked nme who was | on the phone with and
when | told himl was on the phone with ny cousin, he
asked ne to hang up and cone back inside.

Q Way did you go back inside?

A Because he asked ne to.

Q Q her than him asking you why, did you feel
it was a volatile situation?

A Li ke hi m speaking to me in that manner?

Q Yes, that you left the apartnent, initially?

A | only left because he asked ne to | eave. |If
he didn't ask nme to | eave, | would've brushed it off.

Q The time that you went back into the
apartnent, did you feel threatened?

A. At the tine, no.

Q You went to resolve whatever disagreenent you
had?

A Yes.

Q Now you' re back inside the apartnent, once
you are back inside the apartnent, do you consunme any
ot her al cohol ?
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No.
What about O ficer Ronero, does he consune
al cohol ?
To ny know edge, no.
The point that you go back to the bedroonf
Yes.
The light is off at the tinme?
Yes.
Where was O ficer Ronero at the tinme?
He was | ayi ng on the bed.
Wth the lights off?
Yes.
You entered the bedroonf
Yes.
Wy were you going into the bedroonf

Because that was our conmon area in the

What were you going in his bedroomto do?

To tal k.

You said a little bit earlier you turned the

Yes.

Way did you turn the light on?

51

Because | don't know anybody who talks in the
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Q At the tinme, was Oficer Ronero asl eep?
A No, he's awake.
Q Did he tell you he wanted to speak to you?
A No, he told ne to go get ready for bed
basi cal | y.
Q Do you think -- one and a half years you were

in a relationship, do you think at sonme point naybe
he's trying to diffuse things, let's just not talk
ri ght now?

A " m not sure.

Q You're not sure, based on your past
experience in the relationship with him did you ever
have any ot her di sagreenents?

M5. MCCARTHY: (Objection.
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE:  Overrul ed.

A Yes.

Q Sonetinmes did Oficer Ronero say let's calm
down?

A In our past altercations and di sagreenents,

O ficer Ronmero has been aggressive to nme. He's never
tried to diffuse the situation. He has only ever been
aggressive, thrown ne out of the apartnent and waited
to see what | was going to do.

Q "Il get to that. You're saying aggressive,

di d he ever punch you?
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A Pulling ny hair --

Q | asked you if -- did he ever punch you?
A No.

Q Did he ever punch you, even in this

situation, did he punch you throughout this whole
Sept enber 30, 20217

A No.

Q At that point, you turn the light on, what
did Oficer Romero say to you when you turn the |ight
on?

A. When | turn the light on, he told me to turn
the fucking light off and go to sleep.

Q What did you do in response to that?

A | turn off the light, the light was off. And
| had told himthat | wanted to speak to him because it
was ridicul ous the amount of tines | was on the
opposite end of the door.

Q At that tinme, he was upset, right?

A Yes.

Q You were upset, right?

A Yes.

Q He says, right now he doesn't want to talk,

or some version of those words, right?
A Yes.

Q Why did you feel the need to then want to

53
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talk to himwhen he already said let's just not tal k at
this point, we're both upset?

A Because | was feeling tired of the abuse |
had endured during ny relationship with Jernack.

Q You felt that you needed to be heard at that
point, right?

A Yes.

Q What happened next?

A He began to countdown, he starts at five, |
finished himoff and I said 3, 2, 1. He got upset, he
stood up fromthe bed, he went to turn off the |ight
switch, he hit it and the casing of the light swtch
broke. | then stood on top of the bed, he --

Q Way did you stand on top of the bed when he
turned the light off?

A Because | felt |ike he was going to attack ne
at sone point.

Q Did he attack you at that point?

A. At this very nonent, no.

Q Did he ask you to | eave?

A At this nonment, no.

Q When did he ask you to | eave?

A He didn't ask me to leave at all. Al he did

was take my purse out of the bed and he threw it out of

the apartnent. | guess suggesting that it's tinme for
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me to go.

Q Do you renenber being interviewed by the
Department of investigation in this case?

A Yes.

Q Do you renenber he asked you to | eave?

A Yes but he asked ne to leave prior to him
turning on the light switch. He asked ne to switch
when | had nmade the joke about Bruce and calling ne a
hati ng ass bitch.

Q Prior to today's testinony, what docunents
did you review in preparation for your testinony here
t oday?

A The transcripts with IB and the officer.

Q What about the donestic incident report that
was filled out?

A | didn't --

MR. SANDERS: | want to premark this
Respondent's A and see.

Q The day that you filled out Septenber 30,
2021 at the 50th Precinct.

A Ckay.

Did you have an opportunity to reviewit?

A Yes.

Q You recogni ze that docunent?

A Yes.
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Q What do you recognize it to be?
A | recognize it being the docunent that I
filled out at the 50th Precinct.
Q Is there a particular page that you filled

out on that docunent?

A Yes.

Q Wi ch page?

A The second page.

Q How do you know that you filled it out?

A This is nmy handwiting.

Q Any other identifying that you can identify
your signature on that page?

A Yes.

When did you fill out that page?

A. On Sept enber 30, 2021.

Q How | ong after the incident --

A There's not really a tine stanp on it, so |

don't know.
MR. SANDERS: | want to enter that as
Respondent's Exhibit A
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Any objection?
M5. MCCARTHY: | would like to voir dire
on the exhibit.
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE:  Sure.
VO R DI RE BY
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M5. MCCARTHY:

Q You filled this out the night of the

i nci dent ?
A Yes.
Q Does it contain every single detail of what

happened t hat night?
A No.
Q Wuld you say this is a full and conplete
narrative of every step of the incident that night?
A No.
Q When you were filling this out, can you

descri be your state of mnd in that nonent?

MR. SANDERS:. (bjection. |I'mgoing to
w thdrawit.

HONORABLE FACIO-LINCE: | believe it's a
voir dire.

Q When you were filling this out, if you
recal |, what was your state of m nd when you were
filling this out?

A My mnd was all over the place, considering

what had just happened.
M5. MCCARTHY: Not hing further.
HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: Do you have an
objection to this docunent comng in as Defendant's

Exhi bit A?
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M5. MCCARTHY: Yes, we object to it being
admtted.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: On what basi s?

M5. MCCARTHY: [It's an inconplete
narrative of the incident.

HONORABLE FACI O LINCE: Right, but | can
take it for what it is. You asked her sone questions.
And she's answered them presumably truthfully. And so
-- | understand that it may not contain every part of
what happened that night, that's fine, | can take
notice of it. |Is there another reason?

M5. MCCARTHY: That's it.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE:  Over your
obj ection, | can accept this as Respondent's Exhibit A

(Wher eupon, Respondent's Exhibit A was
recei ved into evidence.)

(Wher eupon, the aforenenti oned docunent
was presented.)

FURTHER CROSS EXAM NATI ON BY
VR. SANDERS:

Q How di d you receive a copy of that donestic
I ncident report, did the police give you that to fill
out ?

A Vell, yes, they had given it to ne to fil

out .
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Q Did they explain to you what the purpose of
that donestic incident report is?
A Yes.

Q Also in that report, there's a rip off sheet

It has on there, the primary aggressor and other formal

| anguage that goes on, do you renenber receiving that
when the police officer spoke to you?

A No.

Q Did they explain to you what the purpose of
that formis?

A | don't renenber.

Q You understood that the second page of that
formis that the all eged conpl ainant can put their
narrative of what their claimis what occurred?

A Did they explain that to ne, no.

Q Did you have an opportunity to review that
docunent ?

A They had given ne a copy, Yyes.

Q "' masking did you have a chance to review
t he docunent today while we're here in court?

A Yes.

Q Now t hat you had an opportunity to | ook at
t hat docunent, do you recall you telling the police
t hat he asked ne to | eave?

A. Can | have one nonent to read it one nore
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tinme.

Q Sure.

A Wiere on here did | wite that he asked nme to
| eave. | stated that | then left the prem ses and nade

my way to the 50th Precinct at the end.

Q That's why I'masking -- you didn't wite
that on the donestic incident report?

A No.

Q Did you wite on the donestic incident report
t hat you punched hinf

A | said that | striked (sic) him

Q Did anyone ask you at what point did you

stri ke hinf
A. No.
Q The donmestic incident report, that was

witten in your handwiting, right?
A Yes.

Did anyone tell you what to wite?

A No.

Q You wote it in your own words?

A Yes.

Q Did police tell -- rush you, tell you tine
was a factor, tell you howlong it take?

A No.

Q Did the police explain to you that you can
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fill out nmultiple sheets if you want to, to explain
your narrative?

A No, they didn't explain that to mne.

Q Did you ask them for another docunent because
you told themfor exanple, this is not everything that
happened, | want to make sure | get it conplete?

A No.

Q When you wote it that docunent, that was the
conplete version of the narrative that you claim

happened at that address, on the day of Septenber 30,

20217
A This is sunmari zed.
Q Did you tell anyone it was a summary?
A No.
Q As far as the police is concerned, they

arrested Jermack based upon your representation that
day?
M5. MCCARTHY: (Obj ection.
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: On what basis?
MS. MCCARTHY: Conm ssioner, |'mnot sure
she can respond as to what the basis of the arrest was.
HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: | don't believe
she can. | agree. So sustai ned.
Q Do you know what did you tell the police --

that's for another day.
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In that donestic incident report, does it
show that you |left the apartnment voluntarily, and then
go back in the apartnment voluntarily and that's when
the donmestic altercation happened?

A No.

Q Way didn't you include that in the reporter?

A As | said before, it was just a sumary of
t he incident.

Q So at sone point you were spoken to by the
sergeant that night, what's known as a call out, do you
remenber that?

A If you're speaking about IB, | do recall
speaking to them yes.

Q Do you renenber telling investigatives that
Jermack Ronero asked you to | eave the apartnent?

A | do not renenber. |If you have sonet hing
that | can refresh ny nmenory wth.

Q Let's talk about these pictures. You claim
in the pictures, 1 through 10, that happens during the
altercation, right?

A Yes. The physical altercation which Jernmack.

Q That was a physical altercation between you
and Ronero, correct?

A Yes.

Q The point you claimthat he grabbed your
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arns, right?

A Yes.

Q When he grabbed your arns, did he say
anything to you at the tine?

A | don't renenber.

Q Fair to say you don't renenber because you
wer e upset?

A No.

Q Wiy don't you renenber?

A | don't remenber because there was a | ot of
comoti on going on, himgrabbing me off the bed, him
trying to stand up, the dog was barking. It was all
too nuch for me to process at one nonent.

Q Because now of the two of you are in
enotional conflict?

A Fair to say.

Q Ronero, how tall is he, do you know how tall?

A He's taller than ne. |1'm5'8, he's nmaybe
6'1, 6'2

Q How much di d he wei gh?

A 250.

Q Do you consider hima strong person, you said

he worked out all the time, right?
A Yes.

Q At any point in tinme did he punch you in the

63

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

D. ROVERO CROSS 64

face?
A No.
Q Did he try to throw you into the wall?
A No.
Q You testified earlier about the hands, right?
A Yes.
Q Your left hand, you clai ned, you punched

Roner o, correct?
A Can | see the photo --
(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
was presented.)
M5. MCCARTHY: Departnent's 3.
A The hand with the bruise with the crown ring
I's the hand that | punched Jermack wth.
Q That would be on the right side of the
pi cture that you're | ooking at because -- referencing
when she | ooks at it again, but that's the left --
that's represented by the right side of the photo,
right?
A Yes.
Q That's the punch that you threw to Ronero,
correct?
A Yes.
Q The right one you said you hit the wall?
A Yes.
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Q Wiy did you hit the wall?

A | hit the wall because | was upset.

Q Fair to say you were upset too, right?

A Yes.

Q When you hit the wall, was it while Ronero

was holding on to your arns?

A No.

Q When did you hit the wall?

A | don't renenber.

Q Did you tell the police during the course of
this investigation that you hit Romero with your |eft
ar nf

A | did not specify what hand. | don't believe
| specified ny hand.

Q The police took pictures of your hand, do you
know why they took pictures of your hand?

A No.

Q Do you know if there was a representation
made that these injuries to your hands as a result of
Roner o as opposed to you causing your own injury by
striking the wall and striking Ronero?

A | was not aware of that.

Q The right hand you struck which wall?

A The outside wall, already outside of the

apart nent .
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Q You were outside of the apartnent, you struck
the wall outside the apartnent?

A Yes. But the hand with bruising was inside
during the physical altercation.

Q The arns that you said you have a bruise on
you said you testified earlier that that's from Ronero
gr abbi ng you?

A Yes.

Q Where was he grabbing you, where did it
occur ?

A I nside his apartnent.

Q Where inside his apartnent?

A The hal | way between his kitchen and bedroom

Q How far is it fromthe exit part of the
apartnment, the kitchen and bedroonf

A | don't renenber.

Q Do you know i f anyone showed you during the
course of this investigation, whether or not they took
pi ctures of inside the apartnent?

A Nobody showed ne pictures, no.

Q You already testified that your shirt ripped,

right?
A Yes.
Q Is it your testinmony that O ficer Ronero

grabbed you and just ripped your shirt?
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A Yes.
Q Is that what he did to you or did it occur
during a scuffle?
A He grabbed ny shirt and ripped it.

Q Was he trying to pull you out the apartnent?

A No.
Q What - -
A -- | was already outside the apartnent when

he ripped the shirt including ny neckl ace.

Q Did he say anything before?

A You want to rip shit, | can fucking rip shit
t 00.

Q Did he nake a reference to what he was

tal ki ng about ?

A No.

Q You said you were trying to call soneone,
right?

A Yes.

Q You said he took your phone?

A Yes.

Q Where did that occur, inside or outside the
apart nment ?

A Qut si de of the apartnent.

Q Was that the first tinme you went outside the

apartnment or the second tine?
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A The second ti ne.
M5. MCCARTHY: Not hing further.
HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: Any redirect?
RE- DI RECT EXAM NATI ON BY
M5. MCCARTHY:
Q Ms. Ronero, you stated that you and
M. Romero had been drinking, correct?
A Yes.
Q Where did the al cohol come fromthat night,
did you bring it?
A No.
Where did it cone from if you know?
A It was already inside his apartnent.
Q Who made the drinks?
A Jer mack.
Q Do you recall how much he poured?
A No.
Q Were they strong, if you recall?
A | don't recall.
Q How ol d were you at that tinme?
A I was 19.
Q Ms. Ronero, you were asked on cross
exam nati on about prior physical aggression?
A Yes.
Q You said there was prior incidents of
68
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aggr essi on?
A Yes.
Q Can you share those with us today, to the

best of your recollection?

A | just need to take a m nute.

Q Do you want a glass of water. Do you want to
start or --

A Can we wait until the water cones.

Q Are you okay to start?

A Can you ask nme the question one nore tine.

Q On cross exam nation, you were asked about

pri or physical aggression, you nentioned that w thout
going into specific incidents, what kinds of abuse had
there been in the past?

A There's -- | don't know how woul d you
descri be being thrown out an apartnent being conpletely
naked, | don't know what abuse you would call that.
There was nultiple occasions where Jernmack had --
wear glasses, and | can't see and Jermack knows | can't
see without ny glasses. There were multiple instances
where he had taken ny gl asses off ny face to -- | guess
to disable ne or nmake ne feel smaller than him
There's -- you can say verbal abuse where he nade ne
feel less than a woman because of ny age or because of

the way | did things. | don't know what type of abuse
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you woul d call those.

Q What about physical things?

A Pulling the hair, fighting -- not himhitting
me, but pulling nme, pulling ne by ny hair. | would
descri be physical as when he snatched ny gl asses off ny
face and scratched nme. Pulling me to the point when |
was trying to get off of him my nails broke.

Q The hair pulling, approxinmtely how many

times has that occurred before?

A Maybe four or five tines.

Q You were together for how | ong?

A A year and a hal f.

Q Had you ever called the police on himin the
past ?

A No.

Q Did you ever fill out a DIRin the past?

A No.

Q Wiy not -- to the question about calling the
pol i ce?

A | didn't want to jeopardize his job.

M5. MCCARTHY: | have nothing further.

MR. SANDERS: Not hing further.
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Your testinony is
concl uded today. Thank you. You can step down.

The time i1s now 12: 35, let's take a

70
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ten-mnute recess. You can call your next wtness.

(Wher eupon, a short recess was taken.)

HONORABLE FACIO-LINCE: M plan for the
remai nder of the day is to have you conpl ete your
w tness, we'll take a neal break and then we wl|l
resune in the afternoon. GCkay. Call your next
W t ness.

M5. MCCARTHY: The Departnent is calling
Sergeant Janes Rahill.

HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE: Sergeant, do you
swear or affirmto tell the truth in all proceedi ngs
t oday?

SERGEANT RAHILL: | do.

HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE: State and spel
your narre.

SERGEANT RAHI LL: Sergeant Janes Rahill,
J-AA-ME-S RAHI-L-L.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON BY
M5. MCCARTHY:
Q Good norning, sergeant.
A Good nor ni ng.
Q How | ong have you been enpl oyed by the NYPD?
A Alittle nore than 11 years.
Q During those 11 years, have you been

assi gned?
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' ve been assigned to 32nd Precinct, in

M dt own Sout h precinct, Manhattan South -- and now I'm

at 23rd Precinct.

Q

Wiile at the 50th Precinct, have you had

multiple titles?

A

Q

A

Q
Sept enber

A

> O >

Q
I n that si
A
Q
arrested?

A.
Q

Yes.

What titles are those?

Patrol sergeant and public safety sergeant.
| want to the direct your attention to

30, 2021, were you working that day?

| was.

Do you recall what tour you worked that day?
4 to 12.

On that date, what was your title?

| was the patrol supervisor.

Did there cone a point in tine that evening
tuation, you had to nake an arrest?

Yes.

Do you recall the nane of the person you

Jer mack.

Can you briefly explain how you cane to pl ace

Jermack Ronero under arrest?

A

| received a call fromny officer s in the

field that there was an assault in progress so |

72
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responded to the | ocation. W conducted an
I nvestigation and M. Ronmero was placed under arrest at
the 50th Precinct.
Q Do you recall who called you?
A O ficer Goodw n.
Q Are you aware of how they were alerted to the

assault in progress?

A There was a 911 call

Q Do you recall what tine the 911 call cane in?
A | think alittle bit after 8:00 P. M

Q You stated you went to the |ocation, do you

recall what the |ocation was?

| believe it was 3620 Oxford Avenue.

What is that?

It's an apartnment conplex in R verdale.
Approximately what tinme did you arrive there?

Appr oxi mately 8: 30.

o >» O >» O »F

What happened after you arrived there?

A. When | arrived there, Oficer Goodw n had
expl ai ned he was speaking to the conpl ai nant's not her
on the phone. W conducted a canvass in order to track
down the apartnment that this 911 incident occurred in.

Q Did you ultimately find the apartnent?

A It took a while but we were able to |ocate

t he apartnent.
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Q Wiy did it take a while?

A The doorman expl ai ned that that apartnent
does not exist in that building. So after a thorough
canvass, we were able to locate it on the side of the
building. It's |like an offset.

Q How were you ultimately able to find the
apart nment ?

A | don't recall. | just was canvassing with
nunmerous officers. | don't renenber.

Q You find the apartnent, what happened next?

A. W knock on the door, we get no answer. It
was ny |ieutenant and other officers, we continue to
knock on the door. | renenber specifically ny

| i eut enant knocking on the door, we were getting no

74

answers. So | decided to |l eave and left officers there
I n case soneone arrived.

Q How many officers did you | eave there?

A Two. The sector concerned.

Q At a point you're knocking on the door, do
you recal|l approximtely what tine it is at that point?
A | don't really recall. It shouldn't have

been -- approximately 8:50. | renenber taking a good
15 to 20 minutes, if | got there around 8: 30 maybe
8: 50, around.
Q You stated that you left how many officers at
74
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t he door?
A | remenber |eaving at | east two, the sector
Charli e.

Q Way did you do that?

A Sector Charlie is the one that recovered that
area. |In case soneone did show up, they would notify
me i medi ately and nyself or the |ieutenant woul d
respond back there.

Q How | ong did you tell those guys to stay at
t he door?

A | don't renenber if | specifically gave them
atime set. But | knowit was at least until their end
of tour, and I did plan on sending themrelief if need
be for a m dnight.

Q When was their end of tour?

A Around 11:20 at night.

Q During the time you had left officers there,
did you ever receive notifications fromthen that
anyone arrived at the apartnent?

A No.

Where did you go after that |ocation?
| went back to the 50th Precinct.
Whay were you going back to the 50th Precinct?

Because | was going to interview the victim

o > O >

How di d you know she's there?

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100

75




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

RAHI LL/ DI RECT 76
A Soneone contacted nme. Soneone told nme she
was going to head to the 50th Precinct, they got in
touch with her on the phone.
Do you recall the victims nane?
Yes.
What was her nane?

Dani el | e Roner o.

o >» O > O

What happened when you got to 50th Precinct?
A When | got back to the 50th Precinct, nyself
and lieutenant, cleared out an interview roomin the
juvenile room and activated our cameras and basically
conducted an interview of her.
Q How di d she appear to you when you were
I nterview ng her that evening?
A She appeared forthcom ng, cooperative.

MR. SANDERS:. (bjection. He doesn't know
what's the description of the person's forthcom ng.
You can descri be an outward appearance. You can't tell
sonmeone is credible --

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Overrul e the
obj ecti on.

M5. MCCARTHY: | can rephrase the
guesti on.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Why don't you

rephrase the question.

76
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Q Physical ly, did you observe anythi ng about
Ms. Ronero that evening when you were interview ng her?
A Sone bl ood around her neck. That's all | can
say.
Q In terns of her deneanor, how woul d you
descri be her deneanor, that neani ng when you were
i nterview ng her?
A Cooper ati ve.
Q When you say cooperative, what do you nean?
A That she was eager to expl ain what happened.
She wasn't timd about it.

MR. SANDERS: (bjection. These are
characterizations. You can't read what's in soneone's
mnd. I|I'mnoting it for the record.

HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: | agree that you
cannot testify about the operation of sonmeone's m nd.
But | heard the officer saying, and we can have it read
back, he said cooperative, and then he defined it as
eager to explain what happened. And that is the
description that one can provide.

MR. SANDERS:. | made ny objection for
characterization for the sane objection that |'m
maki ng.

HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: It's overrul ed,

but go ahead.
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Q Did you notice anything el se about her
denmeanor that evening?

A Not that | recall.
Did she seem enoti onal ?
No.

How di d she seemto you?

> O >

Det ai | ed; again, cooperative.

Q While you were interview ng her, did she at
any point express an interest in a particular outcone
for being present that evening?

A. No.

Q WAs she asking you guys to do anything on her

behal f?

A No.

Q Did she tell you she wanted Jermack Ronero
arrested?

A No.

Q Did she share any opinion with you as to what

she wanted to happen?

A No.

Q | want to tal k about her physical appearance
that evening. D d you nenorialize her physical
appearance in any way that evening?

A | did.

Q How di d you do that?
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A | took pictures with ny departnment phone.
M5. MCCARTHY: |'m asking that the w tness
be shown what's in evidence as Departnent's 1, 2, 3, 4,
7 and 8.
(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunents
were presented.)
M5. MCCARTHY: |'m w thdrawi ng nunber 8.
Q Sergeant, the photos that you have in front
of you are Departnent's exhibits, do you recognize

t hese phot 0s?

A | do.

Q How do you recogni ze then?

A They are the photos | took.

Q When did you take those phot os?

A During that interview

Q What do they docunent?

A They docunent her physical appearance, her
I njuri es.

Q After review ng those exhibits that are in

evi dence, can you state now what you physically
observed about her that evening?

A | observed scratches to her forehead, her
neck area, as well as cuts to her knuckles on her
hands, and as well as there was brui ses apparent.

Q Anyt hing to her property?

79
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A Her sweatshirt she expl ained was ripped, as
well as there was noticeable blood on it.

Q Did she tell you where this blood was fronf

A She expl ained that on her face was sone of
her bl ood as well as she was spit on, which coul d ve
been her boyfriend' s blood as well.

Q | knowthis is difficult to nake a tineline,

but approximtely at what tine were you interview ng

her ?

A | don't recall exactly. It would ve been not
too long after nine. | don't recall specifically the
tinme.

Q Wuld you say it was after 10:00 P.M ?

A It's possible. | don't recall.

Approxi mately how |l ong did you interview her
for?

A Maybe ten m nutes, fifteen m nutes.

Q What did you do after interview ng her?

A | woul d' ve docked ny body canera and | got
I nterviewed by investigations and duty captain.

Q How was the duty captain notified about this
I ncident, if you know?

A Either nme or ny lieutenant notified him |
don't renmenber. One of the supervisors in the field,

there was only one, two, ne and ny |ieutenant woul d' ve
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called the duty captain to explain what happened.

Q Wul d they call before or after interview ng
Ms. Ronero?

A After.

Q Do you recall what tine you were being
I ntervi ewed?

A Alittle -- right around m dni ght.

Q Approxi mately what tinme did you place officer
Jermack Ronero's under arrest?

A After that interview That was a little
after m dnight before 1:00 a. m

Q "' mgoing to go back to your observations of
t he conplainant at the tine of your interview wth her,
did she appear to be intoxicated?

A No.

Q Did she appear to be inpaired in any way?

A No.

Q Did you make an observation or any indication
of anything on her, any indication of her being under
t he influence or intoxication?

A No.

You were in a small roonf

A Correct.
Q Wthin small close proximty?
A Yes.
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Q For approxinmately --
A At least ten to fifteen m nutes.
Q I'"'mgoing to junp back forward in time to the

arrest, you arrested him approxi mately around m dni ght?

A Correct.

Q What was he being placed under arrest for?

A Assaul t 3.

Q Do you know approxi mately what tine he wal ks
Into the precinct that evening?

A | don't. | don't have the exact tine
approxi mately right around bei ng intervi ewed.

Q Wil e you were being interviewed?

A Yeah, around m dni ght probably.

M5. MCCARTHY: | have nothing further.

CROSS EXAM NATI ON BY
VR. SANDERS:

Q Let me ask you a question, did you receive
training wwth respect to how to handl e donestic
i nci dents?

A Right. | did.

Q When was the last tine you received that
training?

A In the police acadeny, terns as well as a
refresh training.

Q Do you recall part of what they call who was

82
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the primary aggressor?

A. That's correct.
Q What do you understand that to nean?
A. In a donestic violence situation, there's two

parties. One party m ght have significant injuries
t han another party. You base that on stories and doi ng
your own investigation as well.

Q To your understanding, the training -- the
fact that soneone has injuries does not necessarily
mean they were assaulted, right?

A That's possi bl e, yes.

MR. SANDERS:. |If you show the w tness
Departnent's 3.

(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
was presented.)

Q Do you see that picture?

A | do.

Q What do you recogni ze that picture to be?

A. That's of Danielle Ronero, | took that
pi cture.

Q You took that picture?

A Correct.

Q Way did you take that picture?

A Because she had a | aceration to one of her

knuckl es to one of her hands.
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Q You testified a little bit earlier that you

perfornmed an investigation?

A That's correct.
Q How di d she receive those injuries to her
| eft hand?

A According to her story?

Q Yes?

A Her story was that they were engaged in a
physi cal fight and that she sustained cuts.

Q Did she tell you that she actually punched
Jermack Ronmero with her |eft hand?

A She told ne she punched him | renenber she
told nme, but | don't renenber what hand.

Q Did you docunent it anywhere in the
i nvestigation of the police departnent?

A It was recorded on body canera.

Q QO her than body cam did you docunent
anywhere in the police departnent investigation that
she in fact told you she struck Ronero?

A It's on the domestic incident report that she
states that she struck. That's the only place.

Q But |'m aski ng about what you did?

A | did not.

Q Is that part of your training, she's now told

you that she's struck soneone, now you have to nmake an
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assessnment based on the procedura

M5. MCCARTHY: (bjectio

85

| aw to determ ne --

n.

MR. SANDERS: It's a chain question |'m

asking --
HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE:
M. Sanders to conplete his questio

tell nme what your objection is.

Let's all ow

n, and then you can

Q Once you nake a determ nation that soneone

el se has now nmay have commtted a c
policy, you're supposed to determn
aggressor is consistent with penal
of training?

A Yes.

Q Did you do that?

A | determ ned the prinmary

rime, the depart nent
e who the primary

law, isn't that part

aggr essor based on

how | felt and ny lieutenant felt at the scene during

the interviewwith the victim

Q How you felt, is that part of your training?

A | made a determ nation.

Q Is that part of your tra
or -- you're -- objective analysis,
parties --

M5. MCCARTHY: (bjectio
subj ect determnation is not rel eva

HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE:

ning, how you felt,

you have two

n. The objective
nt.

l"mgoing to
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overrule, and let himanswer. M. Sanders, |'m going
to ask that you not ask conmpound questions so he can
answer themin tine.

MR. SANDERS: | under st and.

Q As part of your training in the police
departnent, now you have a party -- an all eged because
at the tine you're interviewing Ms. Ronmero, she's an
all eged victim correct?

A Yes.

Q Because the investigation is supposed to at
| east try to determine who is the person that conmtted
the crine?

A Correct.

Q Did she tell you how she injured her hands?
A | don't recall
Q But you do read it in the donestic incident

report, correct?

A | believe so, yes.

Q At that point you read it in the donestic
I ncident report, was that before or after Jernmack
Ronmero was arrested by you?

A | don't recall.

Q Your lieutenant who was with you, did you
tell your lieutenant she's claimng that she struck

Ronero and now we have to try to find out who the

86
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primary aggressor is?

A She was aware of that. She w tnessed her
st at enment saying that.

Q Did you try to nake an determ nati on who the
primary aggressor was?

A | did.

Q How di d you do that?

A The injuries of Danielle Ronero were
significant. She was cooperative with police and
stayed on scene and that's how | nade the
det erm nati on.

Q s that consistent with your training in the
police departnent?

A Yes.

Q You didn't feel the need to interview
M. Ronmero to see if in fact he was injured?

A | was unable to. He wasn't on scene.
Eventual |y, he's placed under arrest?
Yes.

Who pl aced hi munder arrest?

| did.

Who pl aced the handcuffs on hinf
| was the arresting officer.

What was his physical condition?

> O >» O >» O >

He was sober, clear, cooperative.

87

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100

87




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

RAHI LL/ CRCSS 88
Q Do you renenber whether or not he had an

injury to his |ip?

A | don't renenber.

Q Did you take pictures of hinf
A No.

Q. Why not ?

A | don't recall

Q Isn't that part of your training, you're
supposed to take pictures of the person that all eged
assaul ti ng anot her person?

A If they're alleging that.

Q You didn't take pictures of hinP

A He didn't allege that he was a victimto ne.
At no point.
Q But you did read in the donmestic incident

report that your victimclains that she punched himin
the |ip?

A That's correct.

Q You didn't want to --

A At no point did he claimif he was assaul t ed.

Q " m asking do you think that's consi stent
Wi th your training whether or not you should see if he
was assaul ted?

A No.

Q What about her right hand, did Danielle

88
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Ronmero tell you how she got injured to her right hand?
A Yes, she did.
Q What did she tell you?
A When she was engaged in the physica
altercation with Jermack that's when she sustai ned

those injuries.

Q How di d she sustain the injuries to your
ri ght hand?
A When she was tussling wwth him

She told you she was?

A She said they were both fighting with each
other and that's when the injuries occurred.

Q Did she tell you that she sustained an injury
on her right hand, which is the left part of the photo,
that she actually punched the wall ?

A Yes, she told ne that. | don't renenber if
It was outside or inside the wall but she told nme she
punched the wall.

Q Vel 1, nunber three, is this representative of
an assault at the hand of Jermack Romero, nunber three,
di d he cause these injuries?

A O the hand, |'mnot sure. She admitted
punching the wall, she states that they were also in
engaged in a physical fight. |'mnot even sure if she

knows where it canme from It could ve cane fromthe
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wal | or that physical fight.

Q Departnent's 8, the donestic incident report,
can we show it to the w tness?

(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent

was presented.)

Q Take a | ook at that docunent.
Yes.
Do you recogni ze that docunent?
| do.

What do you recogni ze that docunent to be?

> O >» O >

The donestic incident report.

Q Were you present when that docunent was
filled out?

A | was.

Q As part of your duties and responsibilities
as supervi sor on other occasions, did you have
opportunity to review other donestic reports?

A | have.

Q You see a box in the mddle, one of the
guesti ons asked whet her there were any other factors in
this case such as al cohol, things like that?

A Yes.

Q You see it? R ght on the first page.

A Yes, | see it.

Q

It says --
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It says possible drugs or al cohol.
That's for the suspect or conpl ai nant?
Suspect.
Anyt hi ng checked in?
Yes.
What ' s checked in?
Says possi bl e drugs or al cohol use, yes.
Wio checked that box?
O ficer Baptiste (phonetic).
Did he tell you why he checked that box?

> 0 » O » O » O >» O »

No.

Q Going further down, it tal ks about the
conpl ai nant. Read that area. Just read the w tness.

A The witness. NA -- witness's NA

Q It asks you in another section, where it says
victim you see the victimbox?

A Yes.

Q And then it also nakes -- ask you to
reference for any factors that nay be involved in this
case, you see then?

A I don't know which one you're tal king about.

Q Let ne ask you this way. D d you ask
Dani el | e Romer o whet her or not she consuned al cohol ?

A Did | ask Danielle Ronero, yes.

Q What did she tell you?
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A She said she got two cocktails.

Q Did you docunent that anywhere in your
i nvestigation that the all eged victimconsunmed al cohol
and that may be a factor in your evaluation, did you
wite that down anywhere?

A No.

Q Did you docunent it on any police departnent
record that the alleged victimnmay have consuned
al cohol ?

A No.

Q Why not ?

A " m not sure.

Q Is that part of your training that you're
supposed to docunent specifically on that donestic
i nci dent report whether or not a person maybe under the
I nfl uence of al cohol ?

A Yes.

Q What did you put -- well, you didn't fill out
this incident report?

A The officer did.
You reviewed it as a review ng supervisor?
Yes.
Did you review it as the arresting officer?

Yes.

o > O >

What did he put in that space?
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A " m 1l ooking for the space that you're talking
about specifically.
Q You didn't ask the question so |I'm not going
to bel abor the point. A couple nore.
Did Danielle Ronero during the course of her
interviewtell her, that they were involved in a
physi cal confrontation?
A Yes.
Q Meani ng both parties were involved in the
physi cal confrontation?
A Yes.
Q Did Danielle Ronero tell you that Oficer

Roner o asked her to | eave the prem ses?

A Yes.

Q Did she | eave the prem ses?

A She I eft and cane back.

Q What about the second tine, did she | eave?

A Yeah, eventually she does | eave.

Q Does she tell you how she sustains injuries
to her arnf

A The brui si ng.
Q And that would be Departnent's 4 and 5.
(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
was presented.)

Q Did you take that picture?

3
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A One of them | did not.

Q Wi ch one did you take?

A | took this one. This one | did not.

Q That's 4, right?

A That's 4.

Q You took that picture, if you don't recall --
A. Yeah, | don't recall.

Q Do you recall seeing that injury?

A No.

Q You don't recall seeing an injury, what about

Departnent's 57

A No, | did not see this injury.

Q Wth respect to the -- let ne ask you this:
During the course of that interview, did Danielle
Ronero tell you that Jermack Ronero punched her at any
tinme?

A No.

Q Based upon your interview of Ms. Ronmero, did
you concl ude her injuries, you said there was scrapes?

A Yes.

Q You believe at the tinme that those scratches
were results of the tussle between the two parties?

A. | believe so, yes.

MR. SANDERS:. Nothing further for ne.
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Do you have
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redirect?
M5. MCCARTHY:  Yes.

RE- DI RECT EXAM NATI ON BY
MB. MCCARTHY:

Q Did you make a determ nation as to who the
primary aggressor is?

A Yes.

Q When you naeke this determ nation, what
I nformati on are you consi deri ng?

A The victims or wtness's on scene, their
stories and their level of injuries. Stairs.

Q Is it fair to say you consider the totality

of the facts?

A Yes.
Q Is it fair to say that if soneone told you
t hey punched soneone, they could have still been the

victimin the situation?

A Correct.

Q What are sone of the factors that she told
you that led you to determne that M. Ronero was the
primary aggressor?

A She said she called her relatives for help
because she planned on | eaving. Her boyfriend took the
phone fromher in an effort to have her stop calling.

Q Was there any other factors that led you to

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100

95




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

RAHI LL/ RE- DI RECT 96
determ ne he was the primary aggressor?

A Her broken chain that she clainmed and the
injuries to her face.

Q Did you al so nake observati ons about her
cl ot hi ng?

A She had a ripped sweater.

Q Sergeant, you testified on cross, you didn't
ask M. Ronmero questions that evening?

A That's correct.

Q Is there a specific reason you didn't ask
guestions that evening?

A He was -- usually it's conmon to | eave that
task to investigation and internal affairs. They woul d
normally explain their side of a story in front of a
del egate that's nore common to deal with than nysel f.

Q Because Ms. Ronmero was --

A He wasn't on scene the night | was doing the
Interview wth Danielle Ronero.

Q | nmean, specifically what's his job?

A He was a police officer.

Q A police officer is under arrest, and
internal affairs is getting involved, would you say
that it's protocol for the arresting patrol officer to
wait for internal affairs to interview thenf

A Yes, and the duty captain.
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Q Who makes the determ nation that he should be
pl aced under arrest?

A The duty captai n.

Q You didn't rmake the ultinate determ nation to
arrest hinf
A No.

Q What is the duty captain basing his
det erm nati on on?
MR. SANDERS: (Objection.
M5. MCCARTHY: I'Ill rephrase.

Q Did you speak to the duty captain that

eveni ng?
A | do.
Q Did you relay to himwhat information you

gathered from M. Ronero?

A | did.

Q What did he tell you after he relayed the
I nformati on?

MR. SANDERS: (bjection. What she's

trying to do -- I'mgoing to let it go. But it creates
anot her problem by him The duty captain is not here.
He can say why he gave the direction. He's trying to
get the sergeant to give the reasoning of it, which may
not -- that's not the substance of this case. It's

just msconduct. | don't think it's proper. Let's
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have the duty captain conme in and explain if they want
to explain why he was pl aced under arrest.

HONORABLE FACIO-LINCE: | don't think the
guestion was why the duty captain, the only thing she
said is what did the duty captain say to you after.

MR. SANDERS: Okay. |I'mgoing to wthdraw
my question. It sounds like she's going into the sane
reasoni ng.

HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: If she goes there
then we mght have a different ruling for this
particular question. |1'mgoing to overrule and all ow
the sergeant to answer the question that was asked by
Ms. McCart hy.

A I"'msorry. Can you repeat the question.

Q When you speak to the duty captain after your
interview, you're with Ms. Ronero?

A Yes.

Q What does he say to you after you relay the
I nf or mati on?

A That he's under arrest.

Q | want to ask you about the bruising to her

arnms that you were shown photos of previously. Are

they still in front of you?
A No.
Q Did she conplain about her arns hurting?
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A She nmentioned it.
Q But you didn't see the bruising at that tinme?
A Correct. She was wearing |ong sl eeves, and
at the tine it wasn't visible to ne right away.
Q She didn't pull up her sleeve to show you?
A No.
Q You did take that photo?
A | don't renenber if | took -- | know | didn't

t ake the one on screen, investigations took it. The

other one, | don't renenber if | took it or if it was
of f her phone. | don't renenber.

Q But you did take sonme photos of photos on her
phone?

A Yes.

Q Is it typical as a sergeant, you obviously

know a | ot of injuries?
A Yes.

In your work?

A Yes.

Q You' ve seen a | ot of bruising?

A Yes.

Q Based on what you know about injuries and

bruising, is it common for bruising to appear
differently the next day?
A Yes.

9
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Q Did the bruising | ook worse or better the
next day?
A Wrse the next day.
MR. SANDERS: There are a |ot of |eading
guestions this whole trial and I"'mtrying not to
conpl ain about it.

HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE: You can make

objections to how you think it's not appropriate. It's

not about interrupting. The record has to be what it

has to be. |If you have to make an objection, please
do.

MS. MCCARTHY: | have no further
guesti ons.

MR. SANDERS: Quick follow up.
RE- CROSS EXAM NATI ON BY
VR. SANDERS:

Q Did you actually go to the scene of the
alleged crinme, and go reviewto see if it's consistent
with the statenment that you were given by Danielle
Roner o?

A | did not go into the apartment. | went

out si de the apartnent.

Q "' mtal king about inside the apartnent?
A No.
Q Second question, before you gave information
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to the duty captain, did you communi cate to himthat

the alleged victimclains that she punched Ronero?

A No because he woul d've interviewed her as
wel | .

Q Al 1"masking, did you comrunicate it?

A No.

Q Prior to the arrest of Ronero, you knew this

I nformati on because she told you that she punched
Ronero first -- let ne rephrase it. She punched
Roner o, correct?

A. Yes, she told ne she did.

Q At any point before he was placed under
arrest, did you, you were the assigned arresting
officer, |look at Ronero and see if he was in fact
I njured?

A No.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE:  Your testinony
here is concluded. Thank you for your tine.
The time is 13:28, | would like to take a
recess, about an hour and we will conme back at 14: 30.
(Wher eupon, a short recess was taken.)
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: M. McCarthy, |
t hi nk we have one nore witness that you are going to be
cal | i ng.

M5. MCCARTHY: Calling no nore w tnesses.
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HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: W are up to your
case, M. Sanders.
MR. SANDERS:. Calling Police Oficer
Jer mack Romero
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Do you swear or
affirmto tell the truth in all proceedi ngs today?
POLI CE OFFI CER ROVERGC. | do.
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: State and spel
your nane for the record.
POLI CE OFFI CER ROMERO:  Jer mack Roner o,
J-EERMA-CGK ROMEROQO
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: You nay proceed.
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON BY
MR SANDERS:
Q What's your date of appointnent?
A July 10t h, 2006.
Q Did there cone a point in tinme when you
attend the Police Acadeny?
A Yes.

For what tinme period?

A Ti me peri od.

Q How | ong did you go --

A The acadeny is six nonths, approxi mately.

Q Did there cone a point in tinme you graduated

fromthe acadeny?
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A Yes.

Q What was your first assignnent?

A They sent ne to Bronx for patrol. That's
where | started ny assignnent, at graduate.

Q How | ong were you there?

A The |l ast 16 years of ny career.

Q Let's direct your attention right to this
case, Septenber 30, 2021, do you renenber that date?

A Yes.

Q Were you still enployed with New York City
Pol i ce Depart nent?

A Yes, | was.

Q Back then, were you in a personal
relationship with soneone?

A Yes.
What's her nane?
Dani el | e Roner o.
How di d you know her, how did you neet her?
| nmet Danielle Romero at the beach.
Whi ch beach?
Orchid Beach in the Bronx.

Around what tine period?

> O >» O >» O >

During the sumrer of 2021 -- 2020.
Q At the tinme of Septenber 30, 2021, were you

in a personal relationship with her?
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A Yes, | was.

Q Did you ever |ive together?

A No.

Q What happened on Septenber 30, 20217

A W was hone, nyself and Danielle Ronero, we

had ordered sonme food and we were watching TV.

Q Anyt hi ng occur before that?

A Before that, no. W were just hone.

Q Did there cone a tine point in tinme when
there was an incident in your apartnent?

A Yes.

About what tine did that incident occur?

A Late in the evening, mght've been around
after seven around there. | don't recall the tine.
Q VWhat was the incident, what was it about?
A We had a verbal argunent in regards to a

friend of mne had text me. He had text ne pictures of

his outing that he went out. Bruce -- usually when
go out, | take pictures of where I'"'mat and send it to
him | asked him hey, you' ve been here before. That

occurred with the text nessage. W were laying in the
bed and Danielle Ronero asked nme is that your
girlfriend texting you. And | told her no, that's
Bruce. You know who it is. And then we just went back

and forth in regards to the text.
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Q During the course of your relationship is
that the first tine she's ever asked you about text
nmessages?

A No.

Q Are there other occasions?

A Yes.

Q After you said this was your friend Bruce
breeze, what happened next?

A She kept insisting, saying you're right, your
only girlfriend, you' re always with him you pay nore
attention to himthan ne. So we were going back and
forth. Arguing in regards to that. | didn't want to
argue because | knew what it was going to lead to. |If

you keep going this route, you nmay as well go hone. |

don't want to fight, | don't want to argue.
Q Prior to that, did you have any al cohol ?
A Yes.
Q What type of al cohol did you consune?
A | nmade a cocktail of Hennessy and cranberry.
Q How many drinks did you have?
A M ght've been one or two.

Q What about Danielle, did she consune any
al cohol ?
A She probably had about one.
Q What happened next -- you testified that you
105
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asked her to | eave, you mght as well |eave?
A Yes.

Q Did she respond to that?

A She said why should | |eave, we're arguing
back and forth. | told her | don't want to argue with
you, you basically want to fight over nonsense. It was

nmy day off, | know the next day | had to performny
overtinme. | was not in the nood to argue about
nonsense.

Q At that tinme, where were you | ocated?
| was in nmy bedroom
Where was she?

In the bedroom as wel |l .

o >» O »F

What happened next ?

A W started arguing, she kept insisting, |
said no, no, she said let's talk about. | told her --
you should just | eave. She had a bag next to the bed
W th the bel ongi ngs because when she cones over she has
something to stay with. | grabbed her bag and I put it
out si de my apartnent door.

Q How far is the bedroomfromthe entry way
door comng to the apartnent?

A I"'mgoing to say five, six feet away.
Appr oxi mat el y.

Q You placed it outside for what purpose?
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A | told her I want -- | told her she should
j ust go hone.

Q How di d Danielle Ronmero respond to that?

A She sai d okay, you want ne to go hone, I'I|
go honme. And she went outside the apartnent. As |
went back behind her, | said come back inside, | know

it was stupid arguing; sending soneone hone for

nonsense. So | invited her back in the apartnent. |
shut the light off, | didn't want to fight. | told her
repeatedly it's nonsense -- that we're fighting over
nonsense. | don't want to deal with it. And | lay

back down on the bed.

Q -- did you go to sleep?

A No, | just laid down. | told her I wanted to

sl eep.

Q Where was Danielle Ronero at the tine when
you were |aying on the bed?

A She was sitting by the door, actually
standing up to the entrance of the bedroom

Q Did she say anything to you?

A She stated that no, we're going to talk this
out now. So she turned on the light, started to argue
nore. | told her, you got to let this go, I'"'mnot in

the nood to fight, I'mnot in the nood for arguing.

put the light on. In the mddle of ne telling her that

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100

107




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

J. ROVERQ DI RECT 108

If this is going to continue, just forget it. Just go
hone. Go. | don't want to deal wth it. At this tine
| was already agitated. So | quickly got up, | turned
the |ight back off. She turned it back on, and we just
kept arguing.

Q Did there conme a point in tinme where there
was a physical interaction between yourself and
Dani el | e Ronero?

A Yes.

When did that occur?

A Once | told her to | eave.

Q How di d this physical interaction occur?

A | told her she should get her bag and j ust
| eave. | was doing the countdown, five, four, 1'lI

give you until five seconds to | eave. And she started
counting down, 3, 2, 1 on her own. So that bothered ne
so | quickly got up. | then grabbed her by the arns,
took her out of ny apartnment in that instant nonent.
In the mdst of that happening, she was fighting back,
that's how ny boxers, ny shirt, and | think grabbing on
to her sweatshirt, sweater, whatever she had on, broke
of f.

Q Bef ore you pl aced your hands on her, did you
say anything to you?

A | stated you should go hone.
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Did she | eave?
She did not | eave.

You said you grabbed her, what happened next?

> O > O

W started tussling by the door. Like I
said, she was grabbing on to ny clothing.

Q Whi ch door, the bedroom door or the exit
door ?

A The exit door to the apartnent.

Q When you back up, at the point when you ask
her to | eave, where were you in the apartnent?

A | was in the bedroomstill.

Q When you grabbed her, where were you in the
apart nent ?

A On the bed.

Q How di d she get to the exit door?

A | grabbed her when | got up, and | told her
she needed to leave. | told her now you have to go.

And she said |I'm not going anywhere.

Q How di d she get to the exit door?

A | was tussling. She finally stepped out. W
were both out on that vestibule -- ny apartnent has a
little area where it's still part of the apartnent,
there's another door that |eads the building. W both
made it out there and we were arguing while we were in
there. And that instant nonent, | don't know what cane
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over. She just punched ne in the face.

Q Where did she punch you in the face?

A On ny |ip.

Q You said that's outside in the hallway?

A Ri ght. CQutside the hallway, yes.

Q After that, what happened next?

A | was shocked that she punched ne in the
face. As that happened, | renmenber ny lip was swol e
up, so | quickly went like this (indicating) to see
what injury | had, if | had.

MR. SANDERS: Full notion. He was
notioning with your |eft hand.

Q What are you trying to describe?

A To see if | had any bl ood on ny hand because
ny lip felt swole. So | was shocked it happened so
fast that | spit, because | felt |like had I had
sonmething on ny lip, and it was bl ood.

Q Where was Danielle Ronero at the tine?

A She was directly in front of ne.

Q Did you say anything to her?

A | don't recall what | said, but I know | was
saying | couldn't believe you just punched ne in the
face.

Q Did she say anything in response to you?

A | don't recall. | don't remenber. | know it
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was nore of a screamng, yelling. | zoned out for a
little bit because | was just in shock that she punched
me in the face.

Q What happened next?

A Once that happened, | renenber seeing her
using the phone. | don't know who she was calli ng.
quickly, | said to nyself, sonething held ne back, |
had | ost ny nom ny nomcane to ny mnd. | said this
Is not worth it. | walked back to the hall, put her
bel ongi ngs by the door and | went back inside ny
apart nent.

Q After you cl ose the door to your apartnent,
did you have any other interactions with her?

A No. She just kept knocking on the door.

Q After that date, Septenber 30, 2021, have you
had any further contact with her?

A After that date, yes.

Meani ng you contacted her?

A. No, | never contacted her.

Q Did she try to contact you?

A Yes, she has.

Q How many tines has she tried to contact you

between the tinme you were arrested until the day of
this trial?

A I"'mgoing to say nmultiple tinmes. Probably
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like ten tines. | can't give you an exact nunber but
she did reach out to ne, calling ne private.

Q Did you ever speak with her?

A | did.

Q What was the conversation about?

A | was letting her know that she didn't want
to tal k because she wanted to get back with nme, neaning
the relationship. | was letting her know that | was
stressed out, | was put in a position where | have to
travel out to the city for central booking, the case
was still pending, | wasn't allowed to talk to her.

She sai d she understood, she would wait, and she kept
going on. Every other nonth try to reach out to ne,
even | ast week she reached out to ne through a text
that | showed you

Q During the course of the incident inside the
hal | way, did you take Danielle Ronmero's phone out of

her possessi on?

A | did.
Q Wy ?
A. | was curious to find out who she was

calling, because | wanted to |l et the nother -- |
realized then it was her nother. | had to |l et her know
this is not Danielle Ronero's blood, this is nmy bl ood,

she just punched ne in the face. | spit it out because
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| was shocked that | got punched. And then, right
after that, | gave her the phone back and I went back
i nsi de the apartnent.

Q Did there cone a point in tinme when you were
pl aced under arrest?

A Later that night | was told to report to the
50t h Precinct.

Q When you went to the 50th Precinct, do you

recall the sergeant that testified earlier as being the

arrest officer?

A Yes.

Q Did he take any pictures of you?

A No.

Q Did you have any injuries on your face that

day?

A Yes, | did.

Q Did anyone fromthe police departnent take
any pictures of you?

A No.

Q Did there cone a point in tine after this
I ncident of the arrest, that you were interviewed by
t he Departnent?

A The Departnent interviewed ne.

Q During the course of that departnent

interview, did you explain to the sergeant what you
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cl ai m occurred?

A Yes.

Q Did you tell them whether or not you were
I njured?

A Yes.

Q Did they ask you if you had any evidence to
support that you were injured on the night of
Sept enber 30, 20217

A No.

Q Did you have evidence that you were injured

Sept enber 30, 20217

A Yes, | have pictures.

Q Did you give themto the investigators?

A No.

Q Why not ?

A They didn't ask nme. | had it with ne, | told

them | did have pictures.

Q Way did you volunteer that information to
t henf

A | don't know. Instant nonent, | was just --
| was the victimthere, too, as well. | felt like they
were against ne. \Wether | said sonmething or not --

Q Did anyone ask you if you had evi dence of
your clothing being ripped?

A No.
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Q What did you do with the clothing that day of
your incident, Septenber 30, 20217

A | threw it out in the garbage.

MR. SANDERS: Nothing further.

CROSS EXAM NATI ON BY
M5. MCCARTHY:

Q Oficer, you stated that you net Ms. Ronero
while you were at Orchid Beach, correct?
Yes.
You were working that day, right?
Yes.
You were on duty when you net her?
Yes.
How ol d was she when you net her?
| think she was 18 years old at the tine.
How ol d were you?
I was 37, 38.
Your partner, you had a partner that day?
Yes.

He was chatting with Ms. Ronmero's nother?

> 0 » O >» O » O >» O >» O >

Yes.
Q How did you cone to go on a date with
Ms. Ronero?
A Vell, my partner and | went out that night,

that evening with other friends and Danielle Ronero's
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nother. M partner got the information of her
I nstagramand that's how | was able to chat with her
t he next day.

Q But you had net her in person earlier at the
beach that day?

A. Yes, briefly.

You' re aware that she was 17 or 18 at the

time?

A Yes.

Q Up until the date of the incident,
Sept enber 30, 2021, you've been together for a little
over a year, correct?

A. Just about.

Q It was an official relationship, correct?
A Yes, you can say that.
Q How woul d you characterize that relationship?

A Just |ike any other relationship. W all
have ups and downs. No one is perfect. For the nost
part, we did good. W traveled together out of the
states. But |ike any other couple, couple argunents.

Q You woul d do things together?

For the nost part.
Go out together?

Yes.

o > O >

Go out to clubs together?
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A W went to one club with her one tine.

Q Bars together?

A. For her birthday, to east, yes.

Q You guys woul d drink together?

A Sonet i nmes.

Q But she's under 21 at this point, correct?

A Yes.

Q Did you ever discuss your job with her -- did

you ever discuss work with her?

A She woul d ask nme stuff, what | was doi ng, how
was work and | |et her know what was going on. | try
not to say too much but you can say we had

conver sati ons about work.

Q But sonetines you m ght conplain about work,
ri ght?
A Yes. Soneti nes.

Q M ght conpl ai n about a tough arrest you
m ght' ve had?

A Not really.

Q M ght tell her that you had to handle a
difficult EDP on a certain day?

A Sonetinmes | brought that up to her attention.

Q | know you know the nother, correct, but did
you know ot her fam |y nenbers?

A. No. Her nother and her little sister.
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You said you got along with her nother?
For the nost part, yes.

You said you would get into argunents over

smal | things?

Q
A.

Yes.
What ki nds of things?

Majority pictures, posts on Instagram of

girls that liked ny posts, stuff like that. Boyfriend,

girlfriend, stuff.

Q
post ?
A
Q
A

Just to clarify, pictures that you would

Yes.
Pictures that you would Iike?

Well, she would ask ne questions about who is

this girl that's liking your pictures, et cetera.

Q

Those were the only kinds of things you

argued about ?

A.
Q

di d?

Majority of tines, yes.
| nst agr anf?
I nstagram posting, texting my friend, Bruce.

You had argued about text nessages with Bruce

Before this, yes.

Did those argunents end like this argunent
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A No.

Q You guys never had an incident with police
i nvol ved before, right?

A No.
You never called the police on her before?
No.
Did she have keys to your apartnment?
She did not.

So you usually let her in?

> O >» O >

Yes.

Q But, in prior disputes, you kicked her out of
your apartnment before?

A Told her to go hone. | don't want to call it
ki cki ng out of the apartnent but told her to go hone.

Q Did she go hone?

A A lot of times she did, yes.

Q A lot of the tinmes?

A Multiple tinmes, | would say two, three tines
that we had di sagreenents and | told her to go hone.

Q Two or three tines you told her to | eave your
apartnment and she did -- approximtely how nmany tines
woul d you say you told her to | eave?

A. Top, three, four tines.

Q This was a regul ar occurrence?

A Didn't happen often but it happened when it
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di d.

Q You guys were only together for about a year?

A Just about.

Q It happened three or four tines in a span of
a year?

A If you want to say that.

Q I s that what you woul d say?

A Three, four tinmes within a year frane that
we' ve together -- | don't know the exact anount.

Q | want to tal k about your career, you' ve been
a cop for 15 years?

A Roughl y.

Q You' ve made dozens of arrests at this point?

A Just about.

Q You' ve received a lot of training at this
poi nt ?

A Yes.

Q You' ve al so probably made arrests for
donestic incidents, correct?

A | have.

Q You' ve been taught how to deescal ate
situations, right?

A Yes.

Q How t o handl e confrontation?

A Correct, yes.
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You' ve been taught to do things |ike separate

the parties when you first get to the scene, correct?

A
Q

Yes.

As an officer you' ve also received training

i n hand-to-hand conbat, correct?

A
Q

i nci dent .

correct?

A

> O >

Q
started?

A

Q

A

Q
dri nki ng?

A

Q

correct?

Yes.

| want to tal k about the night of the

You said it occurred at about 7 or 8:00 P.M,

Just about.

Appr oxi mat el y?

Yes.

It was after you had eaten dinner?
Yes.

Were you still drinking at the tinme you

No.
You drank with dinner or before?
Wiile | was eating.

When the argunent stated, you were both done

Yes.

You stated that you drank nore than her,
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A | probably had one nore cup, yeah.

Q You were drinking what?

A Hennessy and cranberry.

Q Did the argunent start with a text, right?
A Yes.

Q Li ke ot her argunents before?

A You can say that.

Q You stated that you didn't want to conti nue

t he conversation with her because you knew where it was
going to lead to, what did you nean by that?

A | just didn't want to argue and fight. She
was in ny apartnent. | didn't want her to | eave. It
was nonsense, it was stupid to fight over a text
nmessage.

Q You had told her to |leave, right?

A Yes, | did tell her.

Q Because you knew where the argunent was goi ng
to lead to?

A | didn't want to be a part of it.

Q How di d you know where it was going to | ead

to?

A | didn't know where it was going to | ead.

Q Where did you think it was going to | ead?

A Her crying. She usually cries when we fight
and ar gue.
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You were trying to avoid that?
Yes.

You stated that you picked up her bag and put

it outside the door?

A

Q
A.

Yes.
You gently placed it outside the door?

| grabbed it. | don't renenber if | put it

gently but | just put it outside the door.

Q You were angry at this point?

A | was mad, not angry.

Q Upset to take her bag and get it out your
apart nment ?

A For her to | eave, yes.

Q That was your way of getting her to get out
your apartnent?

A Yes.

Q WAs she -- she willingly left, right?

A. The first tinme, yes.

Q She's outside your apartnent in this
vestibule, right?

A Yes.

Q This vestibule is not part of your apartnent?

A It's an entrance to ny apartnent, there's
anot her door that |eads out to go outside. So she's
there still in ny apartnent, section there.
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A
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is in the

> o >

Q
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Do you have furniture in this vestibul e?
| have a radiator.

This vestibule is accessible by porters?
The porter and nyself.

So it's a hallway?

It's a small, square hallway |ike the size of

(i ndicating).

There's a door to your apartnment that neets
bul e?

Yes.

There's anot her door that |eads outside?
Yes.

You can | ock your apartnent door and whoever
vestibule can't get in?

Ri ght.

You have nultiple doors, right?

Ri ght.

When she's out there, you tell her to cone

back i nsi de?

A
Q
ar gunent ,
A
Q
light off,

| did.

Because you felt that it was a silly
right?

Ri ght.

You went back into the bedroom turn the

around what tine is this?
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A Between 7 and 8, | don't renenber.
Q She turned the light on because she wanted to

talk to you nore about the night, right?

A Ri ght.

Q She wanted to talk this out?

A Yes.

Q She didn't want to fight it out?

A She wanted to talk it out.

Q But you didn't want to talk it out?

A | did not.

Q You stated that you were agitated at this
point, right?

A Because she kept insisting that she wanted to
tal k, yes.

Q For the second tinme you tell her to |eave,
right?

A Not yet. Because she kept going on ne back
and forth as to what happened wth nme kicking her out
agai n, argui ng about the text nmessage and | didn't want
to talk about it so | told her | don't want to talk
about it. She kept going on and on. And that's when |
did the whole thing with the countdown stuff.

Q You said she was saying to you about being
ki cked out again, correct?

A. She wanted to tal k about that and the text
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nmessagi ng with Bruce.

Q You did a countdown out |oud, right?

A Yes.

Q You said you were bothered at this point,
right?

A | was starting to get bothered, yes.

Q You were counting down to | et her know

sonet hi ng was going to happen if you went to zero?

A Not hi ng was going to happen. | was going to
tell her to | eave again.

Q You didn't tell her before you started
counti ng down?

A No. Wen | was doing the countdown, |I'm
going to count and | want you out of ny apartnent.

Q You told her to | eave before you started
counti ng down?

A Ri ght.

Q What were you pl anni ng on doi ng when you got
to the 0?

A Not hing. The same thing | did the first
time, grab her things and this tine, for real, just
| eave.

Q But this tinme, you quickly got up, right,
after you hit 0, after she finished the countdown for

you?
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A Yes, | got up.

Q Qui ckly, you said?

A. After she counted down the stuff, yeah.

Q You didn't grab her things this time, right?

A No, | grabbed her.

Q Where did you grab her?

A On her arns.

Q Both arns?

A Bot h arns.

Q Were you pulling her?

A Pushing her to get out toward the exit doors.

Q And she's resisting her pulling her, right?

A Fi ghting me, grabbing on to ny shirt, pulling
on ny boxers.

Q You had her arns?

A Her arnms. |'m grabbing her arns, her hands

are in between ny chest, as she's holding on to ny
shirt and that's when the tussle happened.

Q How di d she get |ow enough to rip your boxers
off if you're holding on to her arns and you both are
standi ng up and you' re pushing her out of the
apart nment ?

A. Tussle fromthe bedroomto the door, as |I'm
pushi ng her out, she was able to grab whatever she can

just torip it off. Until | becanme fully naked.
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Q Your shirt was ripped off as well?
A Yes.
Q You're holding on to her arns and she's

managi ng to get | ow enough and use her hands to rip
your boxers off?

A By the tinme we reach the back door exit, she
had al ready slipped out of the arm because now she's
hol ding on to ny clothes trying to avoid from not
breaki ng, pulling ny shirt, nmy boxers.

Q When did you let go of her?

A When | reached the exit door to open up the
door.

Q | want to clarify where you were when you
gr abbed her, you said you were on the bed when you
gr abbed her?

A On the bed in the bedroom

Q Where was she when you grabbed her?

A She was by the inches of the bedroom by the
i ght sw tch.

Q Had you gotten up at one point to turn the
switch off again, right?

A Before the fight, yes.

Q This is when you are going on, off, on off?

A Yes.

Q Did you break the |ight switch?
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A | didn't break it, | shut it and the piece,
the outside piece, that holds the light, cane off, |ike
t he back.

Q So you hit it pretty hard?

A To break it at that nonment, | guess.

Q You grabbed her pretty hard, right?

A Grabbed her pretty hard, | don't recall
grabbi ng her pretty hard. Just grabbed her to get to
the exit.

Q You grabbed her hard enough that she can't
from your bedroom door to your apartnment door, she's
trying to get out of your grip and you got her, right?

A Ri ght.

Q You're holding on to her arm so she can't
necessarily get out of your grip --

HONORABLE FACIO-LINCE: |I'msorry, off the
record.

(Wher eupon, a di scussion was held off the
record.)

Q So you grab her arnms pretty hard, right?

A | don't recall to say | grabbed it hard. |
just grabbed it for her to nove toward the exit door.

Q You' ve been shown the photos of the bruising
to her arm right?

A Ri ght.
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M5. MCCARTHY: |'m asking that the w tness
be shown what's in evidence as Departnent's 4 and 5.
(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
was presented.)

Q This bruising on her arns, that's from when
you grabbed her and attenpted to pull her out your
apartment, right?

A Seens |like it, yes.

Q These are pretty substantial bruises, right?

A From what it | ooks I|ike.

Q As an officer you' ve seen injuries like this
before, right?

A O cour se.

Q Did you have bruising anywhere on your body
after this?

A | had a couple of bruises on ny body. The
only thing I was worried about was ny |lip when | got
punched.

Q | actually want to tal k about when you threw
her bag out of the apartnent into the hallway. Were
was she when you noved her back?

A She was in the living room

Q And she was just sitting there?

A No, she was follow ng ne.
Q

To the apartnent door?

130

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

J. ROMERQ CROSS 131

A To go to the exit, yes.

This the first tinme she | eaves or the second

tinme?
A Vell, it happened tw ce.
Q You took her bag out tw ce?
A Ri ght .

Q When she's followi ng you, is that the first
time or second tine?

A Both tinmes she followed ne. The first tine
she followed ne and | put the bag outside and she went
out si de.

Q The second tine she foll owed you?

A The second tinme we were tussling at that
time. | already had taken her bag outside. That's

when the tussling started. She was directly behind ne

Q So she foll owed you the second tine?
A Yes.
Q She followed you to the apartnent door?

A The exit door.

Q You al so said you dragged her by her arnms to
t he apartnent door?

A Yes.

Q But if she was already at the apartnent door
why woul d you have to drag her?

MR. SANDERS: | don't think he used the
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wor d drag.
M5. MCCARTHY: Pull ed her by her arns.
THE WTNESS: Right.
Q If she followed you to the apartnent door

you' re already there?

A She was preventing you fromnot throw ng the
bag out si de.

Q The grabbi ng now happened at your apartnent
door ?

A No.

Q It didn't start in the bedroom when you got

up out of the bed?

A. It did start in the bedroom and then we noved

closely to the exit door. That's when I lost grip of

her because we were fighting at that nonent, breaking

nmy shirt, ny boxers. | was opening the door to put the

bag outside still, and that's when we nade it into the
vesti bul e area.

Q Are you trying to pull her out of the
vesti bule as well?

A Sonehow we made it out of the vestibule and
that's where she initially punched ne.

Q I"'mtrying to focus on her being pulled out
of the apartnent. |It's ny understanding it started in

the bedroomand led to the front door. But that you

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100

132




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

J. ROVERQO CROSS 133
were also followed by her when you went to throw her
bag out the front door, where did you put your hands on
her ?

A When | put the bag out the door, | went to
grab her again to get her out, because her bag is
outside so | went to grab her again.

Q She didn't follow you out to the --

A The second tine, yes, because | was throw ng
her bag out in that nonent. W were fighting in
bet ween, tussling. | let go of her to grab her bag,
open up the door again, grab her again, get out ny
apart nent.

Q That's when she struck you in the face?

A Yes.

Q But you didn't think you should call the
police at that point?

A No. | just wanted her to | eave.

Q She was outside your apartnent at that point?

A. Yeah, that's when | went back inside and
cl osed the door.

Q You spit in her face before you did that?

A The spit in her face happened when the

initial punch. | felt something on ny lip and | spit
it out, like a reaction. That's when | said, | can't
bel i eve you punched ne in the fucking face. | went
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back inside, |ocked the door and that was the end of
it.
Q You were in close proximty of her when you
spit, correct?
Yes.
Q I'nP
M5. MCCARTHY: |'m asking the wtness be
shown Departnent's 1 and Departnent's 7.
(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
was presented.)
Q Looki ng at Departnent's 1, photo of her face,
the bl ood splatter on her face is your blood, right?
A Yes.

You saw that after you did that, right?

A It happened so fast, yeah.

Q But you saw the fast |and on her, right?

A Yes.

Q In Departnent's 7, which is the photo of her

sweatshirt, there's also blood, right?

A Yes.

Q So you nust've been spitting -- nust've been
a lot of blood, right?

A There's one instant spit of blood which got
on her and all her clothes.

Q One spit resulted in blood fromthe top of
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her forehead to bel ow her chest, upper chest, that's
what you're saying?
A Yes.
Q But you're saying you were close to her when
you did this, right?
A Yes.
Q As an officer, have you observed instances
where people had spit bl ood or blood splatter?
MR. SANDERS: (Objection.
HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE: Wat's your
obj ecti on?
MR. SANDERS: |'mgoing to wthdraw.
A | responded to a | ot of jobs where people
have bl ood on their faces.
Q Are you famliar, based on your experience
with training, how blood splatters?
A Am | famliar?
Q Are you famliar with it, blood splatters in
t he shape of a cone?

MR. SANDERS:. (bjection. This is the

scientific to debunk, and everything else so why are we

tal king about it?
HONORABLE FACIO-LINCE: 1'mgoing to ask
the same objection regarding the bl ood splatter.

Q But you had to spit blood pretty hard to get
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bl ood fromthe top of her --
MR. SANDERS: Objection.

Q How hard woul d you say you spit the bl ood?

A | don't recall. It was a reaction,

Q You got to the top of her forehead to her
chest ?

A | don't renenber aimng, and it was spur of
the noment and | was shocked that she punched ne.

Q At this point, you guys are loud with each
ot her, right?

A Right after the spit, | went back inside the
apartnment and shut the door.

Q Did you cone back out again?

A | did not.

Q When did she call her nother?

A Ri ght after the spit.

Q You didn't |eave right away, right?

A Because she called her nother right then and
there, that's -- | didn't know who she was calli ng.
| et her know this is not her blood, this is ny bl ood.
| gave her the phone back and I went back to the
apart nment.

Q You took the phone fromher, right?

A To see who it was that she was calling, yes.

Q You didn't know who she was calling when she
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had her phone out?

A At the nonment, no.

Q Way did you take her phone from her?

A To ask her who she was calling.

Q Way not ask her?

A | did ask her, she didn't tell nme so |
gr abbed her phone to see who she was FaceTi m ng.

Q Were you worried about who she was
FaceTi m ng?

A No, | wanted to clarify that obviously --
whoever she's talking to, that the blood on her face is
not her bl ood.

Q But you hung up the phone, right?

A | don't recall that. | gave the phone back
to her and I went back to the apartnent.

Q You were previously interviewed at this

I ncident, right?

A Yes.

Q By investigative unit?

A Yes.

Q You were asked about hanging up the phone,
right?

A | don't recall. Wen | gave the phone back
to her, | don't knowif | hung it up. | gave it back

to her and I went back to the apartnent.
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Q Isn't it true when you were asked about
hangi ng up the phone that you said that your thunb
accidentally hung up the phone because i Phones are
sensitive?
A When | gave it back, yeah, | mght've touc
It, hung it up and gave it back to her.
Q So it did end the call?
A | don't recall if it hung up or not. | ju
gave it back to her.
Q I"'mgoing to read from Departnent's --
MR. SANDERS: When she does it, then |']|
decide if I'"'mgoing to object what she's trying to d
"' m guessing she's trying to go towards a prior --
statenment -- | have to hear what she's going to ask.
M5. MCCARTHY: |It's nore of a refreshing
menory. |'munclear what his position is right now,
maybe | can clarify.
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE:  Ckay.
Q So are you saying now that you acci dental

did hang up the phone when you grabbed it?
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A. | don't recall what | said at the interview

Q Do you recall what actually happened?
A G abbi ng the phone, seeing who she was
tal ki ng about, which | saw that it was her nother.

clarify that it's not her blood, it's ny blood and I

To
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gave the phone back. | don't knowif | clicked it and
hung up. | don't renenber.

Q Did you tell her nother?

A | did tell her nother.

Q On the phone at that nonent?

A Yes, briefly, yes.

Q At this the point you're in the vestibule
outside of the apartnment, still, right?

A After?

Q When t he phone incident happened?
A Yes.
Q You said to her, that you were going to call

her in as an EDP, right?

A | mght've said that.

Q You used the word EDP with her, right?

A | mght've said that, yeah.

Q Because you taught her what EDP neans, right?

A Yes.

Q Does the witness still have Departnment's
seven in front of them | just want to show it again.

(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
was presented.)
Q Aside fromthe blood on it, you see that the
sweatshirt is ripped significantly?

A Yes.
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Q You agree that you have to pull on soneone's
clothing to rip the sweatshirt?

A. | nmean, yeah.

Q During this altercation you' re grabbing her
by the arns, right?

A Yes.

Q You're pulling her to the door, right?

A Yes.

Q At sone point she breaks free of your hands,

A Yes.
Q That's when she punches you?
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: You have to answer

yes or no.
A Yes.
Q You are no | onger holding on to her arnms,
right?
A Yes.
Q The physical scuffle is over, right?
A In the vestibule before she punched ne.
Q After she punched you?

A This had al ready happened with the tussling
before getting to the exit door.
Q Her sweatshirt rips when you' re pulling her

by the arns?
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A | don't recall. W were tussling. She was
hol ding on to ny stuff, | was holding on to hers.
That's how it happens.

Q The sweatshirt rips right down the m ddle,
right?

A | can't see by this picture, but it |ooks
like it's hal fway broken.

Q But you were hol ding her by her arnms during
the tussle, right?

A Ri ght .

Q And her neckl ace was al so ripped during this
tussl e?

A It' broken broke while we were tussling. |
don't | don't renmenber her having a chain around her
neck. | don't recall.

M5. MCCARTHY: |'m asking the w tness be
shown what's in evidence as Departnent's 10, 9, 8, and
2.

(Wher eupon, the aforenentioned docunent
was presented.)

Q Looki ng at Departnent's two, there should be
a nunber in the corner. You see there's a |aceration
to her collarbone, right?

A Yes.

Q Bl ood splatter on her forehead, right?
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A Yes.

Q Alittle bit of blood on the tip of her nose
as well as on her nose ring, right?

A Yes.

Q It looks like a small |aceration to the
forehead as well as, right?

A | can't tell if that's a |aceration or dry
bl ood.

Q The |l aceration to her coll arbone, that
occurred during the physical tussle, right?

A If that's what it is -- | don't.

M5. MCCARTHY: | want to junmp to

Departnent's 8.

Q Agai n, you see the sane |laceration to the
collarbone, in the front center?

A Yes.

Q You can al so see two horizontal |acerations
to her neck, right?

A | see, yes.

Q And then a small one up along her jaw by the
bottom of her ear?

A Yes.

Q Looki ng at Departnent's 9, you see that sane
| aceration to the center of the collarbone, right?

A Yes.
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Q There's sone bruising to her cheek, right?

A Yes.

Q And then | ooking at Departnent's 10. You can

see very clearly, two |acerations to her neck,

hori zontal , right?

A Yes.

Q Bruising to her cheek, right?

A Yes.

Q A smal |l laceration along her jaw bel ow her
ear ?

A Yes.

Q A |l onger |aceration on her upper cheek cl ose
to her hairline?

A Yes.

Q So as an officer you' ve seen a | ot of
injuries fromaltercations, right?

A Yes.

Q Wul d you say that the scratches to her neck
are pretty consistent with having your sweatshirt and
neckl ace ri pped off by someone's hands?

A What do you nean by that? Can you rephrase
t hat .

Q These marks are from when you ri pped her
sweatshirt off and her necklace off, right?

A In the tussle, right.
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Q These are not marks from being pulled by her
arms, right?

A It happened so fast. Everything happened all
at once.

Q These are injuries to her arns?

A Wth the being ripped, the shirt, ny clothes.
It could ve been because | was trying to get her out of
t he apartnent.

Q These are not injuries to her arms, right?

A No.

Q These are injuries to her face and neck,
right?

A Yes.

Q During this tussle, where she sustained these

injuries, you didn't decide to disengage, right?

A D sengage?

Q Yes.

A What do you nean by di sengage?

Q You didn't wal k away?

A Until | got her out of the apartnent, yes. |
wal ked away.

Q This tussle is occurring by the apartnent
door, right?

A By the apartnment door and the vestibule.

Q You coul d have separated yourself from her,

144
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right?

A Could | -- she still wouldn't have been at
the apartnment if | didn't tell her to get out.

Q You coul d' ve backed away fromthe physica
tussl e?

A Probably, yes.

Q You stated that you m ght have told her you

were going to report her as an EDP?

A In the instance that it happened, yes.

Q You di d?

A | remenber sayi ng sonet hi ng about EDP.

Q Do you renenber what you sai d?

A That | was going to call 911 and say that she

was an EDP.

Q But you didn't actually call 9117

A | did not.

Q You didn't seek any help from anyone, right?
A No.

Q You didn't call anyone in her famly?

A No.

Q Any friends?

A No.

Q | nstead of separating yourself fromher, you

continued to engage with her?

A Until | got her out of the apartnent.
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Q You get her out of the apartnent, you go back
I nsi de?
A. After she punched nme, and | told her nother
what had happened, | went back inside.

Q Did you see her again that night?

A | did not.

Q So you didn't see her leave, right?

A No, because she stood there and | went back
into nmy apartnent. | went to the bathroomto said ny

l'ip.

Q But you left, right?

A Later on, like ten mnutes later, | went for
a wal k, yes.

Q Where did you go for a wal k?

A Around t he nei ghbor hood.

Q Approximately what tinme did you say you | eft
t he apartnent?

A Happened after the -- | don't know. | would
say 9:30, | don't recall the tinme. It's like 15,
20 mnutes after | realize she's not there anynore.

Q Do you know how she |eft?

A | don't know. | know that she was trying to
call an Uber.

Q You didn't see her |eave, right?

A. | didn't see her | eave, no.
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Q You don't know how she |eft?

A Like | said, | renmenber her saying she was
calling an Uber so | assune she.

Q Ten mnutes |ater you | eave the apartnent?

A Appr oxi mat el y.

Q You don't know if she's gone?

A | | ooked through the peephole to see if she
| eft the vestibule and she wasn't there.

Q She still coul d' ve been outside?

A She coul d' ve.

Q And you knew that 911 had been call ed by her
not her, right?

A | didn't know yet. | only knew because
recei ved phone calls 25, 30 mnutes |ater by ny
del egat es.

Q You weren't |eaving your apartnent to avoid
police response?

A No, because | didn't think she was going to
call 911.

Q But you never returned to your apartnent that
ni ght, right?

A | went for a walk and | cane back hone. Yes,
| went back hone.

Q What tine did you get back hone?

A. | don't renenber the tine.
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Q When you got back to your apartnent, there
were officers standi ng outside of your door, right?
A No one was at ny apartnment when | got back.
No one was standi ng outside?
No.

VWhat tine did you get back?

> O >

| don't renenber. | don't recall.
Q After you go back to your apartnent, you go

to the 50th Precinct?

A | went hone, | took a shower. By that tine |

al ready spoken to ny delegate, he told ne what | had to

do. So | followed his instructions and went to the
50t h Precinct.
Q You' re not placed under arrest unti

m dni ght, right?

A Whatever tine. | don't knowif it was
m dni ght, | just know | turned nyself in.
Q How | ong were you wal ki ng around for?
A. Hal f hour, 40 mnutes. | don't renenmber the

time frane.

Q This is after the incident, right?
Yes.
Ten minutes after the incident ends?
More or |ess.

And the incident occurred between 7 and

o > O >
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8:00 P.M, right?
A Around t here.

Q How | ong woul d you say the incident |asted?
A It happened so fast. | don't know, five, siXx
m nutes. It happened so fast. | don't know the tine

frame. But it happened so quickly.

Q So you're saying that you left ten m nutes
after the incident ends, which is you left ten m nutes
after the incident ends?

A | don't know the tine frane. WMaybe 10,

20 m nutes after the incident happened.

Q 20, 30 mnutes later you cone back?

A | went for a walk and that's when | started
to get phone calls fromny delegate to tell them what
had happened. That's when | knew she really did cal
t he poli ce.

Q So you go back to your apartnent?

A | go back to the apartnent because | know I
had to return nmy gun, ny machine and stuff |ike that.
It's a procedure you have to go through when you go
through the situation |I was going through. | went back
home, take a shower, got dressed and | was picked up by
ny del egat e.

Q This is about 30 minutes after you get hone,

right?
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A Roughly around that tinme. | don't renenber

the time frane.

Q There's no police officer standing at your
door ?

A No.

Q You were al one?

A I live al one.

Q Do you recall when the del egate canme to pick
you up?

A If | forget his name -- | can't think of it

off the top of ny head right now. Pierre Lopez.
Q Do you recall when he got to your apartnent?
A | don't recall
Q When you were out on your wal k, you were
getting calls, right?

A | was getting calls but I wasn't picking up

the calls. People calling ne, friends | didn't want to

talk to.

Q Friends that you work w th?

A No. Just out of work.

Q Were you al so receiving calls from nunbers
you didn't know?

A The only nunber | didn't know was ny
del egate's nunber. | didn't have his nunber stored.

didn't know who it was.
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So you did recogni ze his nunber?
| didn't recognize his nunber so | picked up
You did or didn't?

| didn't recogni ze the nunber so when |

he told ne who it was, | said okay, | didn't

know it was you.

Q You picked up a nunber you didn't recognize?

A Ri ght.

Q Was that the only nunber that you didn't
recogni ze that called you?

A. That | renenber, yeah.

Q Way did you go for a wal k?

A To go for a breather, after what had
transpired. | was just thinking why did it happen the
way it did. | was still in shock she punched ne in the
face.

Q You felt |ike you needed to cool off?

A | just needed to think, to find out why it
happened.

Q To find out what happened?

A Yeah, her punching ne in the face, what had
happened. Not |istening, just |eaving the apartnent

when she shoul d have.

Q

You're spending time on your wal k thinking

about everything that just happened?
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A Yes.
Recappi ng everything that happened?

A Recapping, thinking it was a nightmare in ny
eyes.

Q You were al so thinking about what you had
done to her, right?

A Everyt hing that happened. Not specifics.
Just everything that happened.

Q I ncl udi ng what you had done?

A Ever yt hi ng.

Q Were you concerned for her at all at this
poi nt ?
A | was di sappoi nt ed.

Q Were you worried at all?

A | was upset, | was worried everything. More
di sappoi nt ed.

Q What were you worried about?

A Wrried why it happened, worried about why
did she go this route. She never put her hands on ne
before. One of those you think about, why things
happen the way it did. | knew that it was conpletely
over when that happened.

Q You didn't call her?

A | did not.

Q You weren't concerned about her whereabouts?
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| did not.

You didn't call her nother?

| did not.

You had her nother's nunber, right?

| did.

You had a good rel ationship with her nother?

| did.

o >» O >» O > O »F

Good enough to call her and tell her about
what happened?

A Don't recall that.

Q Vell, you didn't call her, right?

A | don't recall calling her nother, no.

Q You | eft your apartnent because you knew
police was com ng, right?

A No. | did not know police were com ng,
just told you. | left the apartnent for a breather,
take a wal k, figure out what was goi ng on.

Q Did you think that you could ve ran into her
when you |l eft the apartnent?

A It's a possibility.

MR. SANDERS: Commi ssioner, |'mstill
trying to understand how does this relate to these
three specs? Al these other stuff going around in
circles is just wasting tine.

HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: Do you have an
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obj ecti on?

MR. SANDERS: Note ny objection is
rel evance to this case, all this is not relative. He's
not relative for going for a walk or not calling the
nother. Can we stick to the specifications.

HONORABLE FACI O LINCE: M. Do you have a
response he's objecting to Ms. Sanders to objecting to
the rel evance of your |ine of questioning.

M5. MCCARTHY: I'mtrying to establish a
timeline of the evening that he's part of, and what
happens afterwards is also part of it because they were
both at the precinct that night.

HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: | guess to
M. Sanders, |I'mnot sure whatever transpires -- he's
not charged with anything regardi ng events that nay
have happened after the incident, at |east that's not
readi ng the charges and specifications. | guess are
you trying to get to sonething in particular, if so,
could you care to offer, make an offer of proof outside
of --

M5. MCCARTHY: | think if | can establish
that he was gone for a long tine in terns of his
consci ousness -- conscious guilt after the incident.

HONORABLE FACIO-LINCE: 1'mgoing to

overrul e the objection with the understandi ng that
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Ms. McCarthy, if you're trying to get to that, would be
best to ask nore direct questions. | don't want to
tell you how to drive your case but | think there are
nore direct questions that you can ask himw t hout
having to go through each of these steps.
M5. MCCARTHY: Under st ood.

Q Between the tinme of the incident occurring

and the tinme you were placed under arrest is four

hours, right?

A Probably. | can't give an answer to that.
Q You stated on direct you had injuries, right?
A | did.
Q Did you take photos of those injuries?
A | did.
Q You didn't give themto anybody, right?
A No.
Q You didn't give themto the investigators?
A No.
Q You didn't give themto the arresting
of ficer?
A No.
You didn't bring any of her clothes?
A No.
Q Did you take photos of her clothes?
A No.
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M5. MCCARTHY: | have nothing further.

MR. SANDERS: Just brief.

RE- DI RECT EXAM NATI ON BY
VR, SANDERS:

Q The fact that you are a police officer, did
you |l ose your rights as a citizen to all the protection
of laws avail able to you?

M5. MCCARTHY: (Objection.

MR. SANDERS: This is why |'m asking
because |'m going to nmake an argunent for -- he's still
a citizen. He's a nenber of the service but not an
I nani mate object. He's still a person.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE:  Agreed.

Q Are you still entitled to protection of al
the laws in the United States |ike any other citizen?

A Yes.

Q Do you know if you're required to retreat in
your own apartnent ?

M5. MCCARTHY: (bj ection.

A Yes.

Are you required --

HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: | think there was
an objection. Wat is your objection?

M5. MCCARTHY: This is |ike a |egal

guesti on.
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HONORABLE FACIO LINCE: It is a |lega

157

guestion and |I'mcurious, fromthe officer is qualified

to make that answer. He nay, he nay not.
MR. SANDERS: |'masking with the
conbi nation of both and I will argue to the court.

What the Departnent did -- the reason |'m asking, wel

you didn't disengage. Like he has to engage in his own

apartnment. That's why |I' m asking.
Q Do you know if you're required to di sengage
in your own apartnent?
A Yes.
Q What is your understanding of the | aw?
A That I"mallowed to renove soneone from ny
apartnent that does not live there.
MR. SANDERS: Nothing further.
HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE:  Anything further?
M5. MCCARTHY: | have nothing further.
HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE: Your testinony is

conplete. You may step down. 1'mgoing to close a

short five-m nute recess before we have our sunmati ons

now t hat Respondent has rested.
Let's cone back in five m nutes.
(Wher eupon, a short recess was taken.)
HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: Are we prepared

for summti ons?
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MR. SANDERS: Today's case is an

unfortunate circunstance which we are seeing all too
often. A clash between personal, intimte
rel ati onshi ps, text messages, social nedia. | wsh |
could abolish all that. 99 percent of the tine,
they're trying to cone to trial and -- but, this is not
about the behavior itself, it's how the Departnment
manages it. The Departnent, it's probably going on
nore tinmes than even | was here, where they keep
menti oni ng nenbers of the service. To ne, they are not
menbers of the service. Just bunch of people doing | aw
enforcenent jobs. They don't always handle things in
t he best way, very vulnerable, they are just people.
And this was an unfortunate situation. If we didn't
get anythi ng out of what happened here today, we got
di sappoi nt rent on both si des.

But the question is, did Romero engage in
this conduct. The Departnent will have you believe
that police officers lose their right when they becane
police officers. The law still applies to them as
well. The problemis, this case had inherent bias in
this evaluation fromthe very begi nni ng.

How t he | aw was applied, as well as how the
sergeant hinself told you he felt |ike. Those are the

magi ¢ words. Any trained investigator that has been
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trained by this police departnent, finest people in the
wor |l d, knows that felt has nothing to do with an
objective analysis. Let's talk about it.

As you see, Ms. Ronmero and M. Ronero neither
one of themcalled the police. People have conflicts
all the time. And to think people don't have
conflicts. W're living in the real world, people have
conflicts all the time. The question is they how they
resolve. This scenario started from one reason,
because Ms. Ronero just didn't leave. All she had to
do was | eave. That would ve -- we wouldn't be here.

As far as we know, there would be no situation.
Physi cal interaction. The reason you know it happened,
and it's sonething what | would call a Freudian slip.

Because the way she's describing her
testinony. She never said -- and it's very clear --

t hat Ronero punched her in the face, he never used
physi cal assault against her. She kept tal king about
the altercation of the tussle, which gives her
credibility because she admts that they were tussling.
The question is howdid it start.

If you take these two individuals testinony,
it started because he wanted her to | eave and she
wanted to talk and that's how this whol e thing

happened. The question is at what point this started.
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He agrees that he asked her, "I told her to | eave," now
the question is what happened. She's claimng she went
out of the apartnment multiple tines. And Oficer
Ronero cl ai m ng he brought her in to calmthings down,
go to sleep, no, | want to talk now Now it gets to a
poi nt where he now wants to physically renove her

The Departnent will have you believe, you
can't do that, you have to disengage. Last tine |
checked, there's still laws to protect people in their
own hone. And police officers are entitled to use
that. We try to go trial, we don't have to apply the
laws. |If you are going to anal yze one's behavi or, you
have to see if they are acting consistent with their
rights. First thing, we don't call it the counsel --
doctrine, Article 35. It is very clear in the penal
| aw, you can use physical force to renove soneone from
your hone if they are engaging in crimnal trespass.

The last tinme | checked, the only person who
can give Ms. Ronero permission to remain in his hone is
O ficer Jermack Ronero. Once he says your license to
be here has now been cancel, revoked, you have to
| eave, you don't have a right to stay there. He asked
her to leave. She didn't want to | eave. So now he's
physically trying to renove her. | know it sounds,

he's a man. The | aw has no gender. There's no woman,
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there's no man. There's a human being that has a right

to protect thenselves in their own hone. The result is

chaos. He tries to renove her, fromthe honme, they get

in a physical altercation. |If you look at it, | still
don't understand what happened ot her than they were
both upset. The question is, what was the police's
obligation once they went to the hone. Then we know
the police didn't go to the hone. They nade an
assunption. She had the nore serious injuries so

therefore he had to be the primary or physi cal

aggr essor.
That's not what the crimnal proneural |aw

says. And | renenber when that canme out. | renenber

that DIR changed. It was changed specifically to

protect female victins who would go to the police and
the police would come up with their version of events
and the female victins, nostly, would not be able to

tell what happened.

So what happened is, the police would give a

version of, and this is how the DIR was resi gned,

specifically this way. In '96, and | was downtown and

| doing this kind of work. This formwas desi gned

specifically so the victimcan put their own statenent

on the second page. It wasn't designed for themto put

everything but certainly if there was going to be a
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summary, there should be a proper representation.

So what do we know now t hat Sergeant Rahill
fromthe 50th Precinct. | asked hi mwhen she told you
she punched O ficer Ronero in his face, did you go
speak to Oficer Ronero before he was placed under
arrest? No. Now at that point you know you have to
determ ne whether it was a primary aggressor. That's
what the | aw says. He assuned based on her injuries
that she was the victim which is contrary to the | aw
The fact that you have injuries doesn't nmean you are a
victim There are supposed to be objective anal ysis,
and that wasn't done in this case. It wasn't done in
the crimnal side and it certain wasn't done on the
Depart nent si de.

What they did, the officer supposed to, the
of fi cer supposed to. Al these value judgnents as
opposed to | ooking for an objective analysis and apply
the law as it's supposed to be applied. W also know,
by her own adm ssion, Ms. Ronero assumed al cohol,
whet her she's under age or not, but she consuned
al cohol. Just as Police Oficer Ronmero both consuned
al cohol. That's not witten anywhere in these reports
that m ght have been a factor. Sergeant says, well, |
didn't think she was fine. How do you know? You never

even engaged in an objective analysis. He has zero
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credibility. |If you |look at the keywords of Dove
(phonetic) -- which is a 2014 case, the second circuit
case. It talks about this whole thing, about a
credible plaintiff, a creditable conplainant. And it's
all these factors to consider. You can't ignore that
and don't docunent it anywhere. That's a factor to be
considered. It was not witten in any police records.

Now they go to arrest Ronmero, don't apply
Article 35. Well, he has a right, that is his
apartnent, he's the only | easehol der and we nay not
have |iked the result, but legally he can do that if he
wanted to. The fact that she has injuries as a result
of her not leaving, it's not against anyone's law. The
| aw covers this. And there's another part to this.
That wasn't even considered. Under the adm nistrative
code 8-107.1, that is the donestic violence code and
that applies to males and femal es. Because if you cone
to trial [ong enough, you can believe, they will have
you believe that nales can never be victinms of
anything. That law is very specific.

O ficer Ronero told the investigators that he
was assaulted, that he had injuries. They didn't do a
further inquiry. They substantiated agai nst him
didn't bother to ask if he has evidence but he does.

If he was injured, they automatically assuned that he

163

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © ©® N O O » W N L O

PROCEEDI NGS 164
was the aggressor because he's male. |In fact, if you
listen to the Departnment's opening. Tal ks about how
big he is, how he's strong. That's classic gender bias
stuff. Nothing to do with anything. The question is
I f he engaged in assault outside the bounds of the | aw
and the answer is no. He is big, he's not that nuch
| arger than the all eged conplainant, Ms. Ronmero. But
this is a classic thing that happens in these cases
that tal k about nmale and fenmal e dynam cs. He's bigger
than her, larger than her, that has nothing to do with
anyt hing. The question is who the primary physi cal
aggressor. The fact that you wind up with the short
end of the stick, that's of no | egal consequence. You
get hurt because you engage in conduct you shoul dn't
engage i n.

That |aw, adm nistrative code 8-107.1, is
specifically designed to protect enpl oyees who are
afraid to tal k about they were victins of donestic
violation. That neans a |lot of different things.

Physi cal violence, threats with their job and --
technically there are only two cases on record because
there are cases, with matters with the Departnent of
corrections which tal ks about this very thing. W have
peopl e that are assaulted, we have people that conplain

about things that happen to them but they are afraid.
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They weren't interested, they automatically assune it
was nmy fault. That's what people do when they are
donmestic violence. And nales are not going to conplain
because nen crying in this society they are | ooked at
as weak and everything else. Manwhile that's what
happened to him He has pictures of his injuries. No
one bot hered to ask.

If he was injured and she admts that she
injured him the question is why wasn't he intervi ewed.
He shoul d' ve been interviewed just |ike her before you
determ ne that he was the prinmary physical aggressor.
There is no m sconduct here. And for the Departnent to
suggest that sonehow he's supposed to di sengage because
he asked her to |l eave a couple of tinmes. Now, he's
required to disengage in his own apartnent. |f he was
out si de then he has an di sengagenent obligation.
Especially if he's not in his duties and
responsibilities as a police officer. Then he has an
obligation to retreat first.

But in your apartnent here, there's no
obligation. Al he did was get her out of the
apartnent. She may have been sustained injuries in the
tussle, there's no dispute about that. But what he did
I's not outside bounds of Iaw and certainly his duties

and obligations as a police officer is follow the |aw
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And that neans on and off duty and he is entitled to
protect hinself. There is no m sconduct here. The
fact that there was an altercation is of Ms. Ronero's
doi ng.

The fact that he grabbed her phone, well, the
al | egati on was he was grabbi ng the phone because she
was attenpting to call assistance. And she also
testified | called nmy nother, she's upset about what
happened. He said he saw the nother on the phone, once
he tol d what happened, he di sengaged and went back into
the apartnent. There's no evidence that's contrary.

As a matter of fact, Ms. Romero even confirmed there
was no other further contact.

The Departnent wants to nmake these things,
well, he ripped her shirt and chain. [|'massumng if
you're having a tussle, the way the Departnment wl |
have you believe, they are just not noving together in
unison. |If you ever had been a tussle, human bei ngs
fight. |If you're not trying to hurt the person, you're
going to get into a big tussle. They are both going to
grab and strangle everything. And the bottomline is,
eventual ly he got her out of the apartnent.

But in no tine did she say, and that's M.
Ronero that he intentionally did anything to her. They

were both upset. There's no m sconduct. What we have
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Is a set of unfortunate circunstances that nmay not have
been handled in the best way. But there was no
m sconduct. There was no intention to assault her,
general statute, which is sonme intentional punch, kick,
sonething like that. He was basically trying to get
her out of the apartnent.

And before | finish, which I know that the
Departnent is being disingenuous with this case is in
particular, nunber three, with the hands. The
Departnent took this picture as a sign she was sonehow
assaulted until Ms. Ronmero adnmitted on the stand, | got
this injury on ny left hand by punching himand the one
on the right hand by punching the wall outside of the
apartnent. Now, we can think whatever we want to think
about the person, sounds |ike she was upset. That
doesn't sound |ike a person that was just standing
there and |I' m being taken advantage of. It sounds |ike
soneone who was pretty upset and aggressive hersel f.
When this picture is being presented to the court, it's
bei ng presented as sonehow M. Ronmero caused this.

This is what's being ingenuous, this is what's been
m sleading in this case fromthe begi nning.

About the donestic incident report in her own

words. The Departnent tried to blunt what the

Respondent is going to do through nme is by saying, the
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donmestic incident report was only a summary of things
that's going on. Disingenuous. Because nost people
that are conpl aining woul dn't even speak |ike that.
Wul d they use the word summari ze, no. Only if they
know they wite stuff on a piece of paper and that's
It. Summarization cones fromthe Departnent. People
don't speak that way. That's why | questioned her. |If
she would say, | wote the best | could wite. People
get questioned about these all the tine, they don't
speak like this. This doesn't support the Departnent's
positi on about what really happened. Wat it does,
support the version that Oficer Ronero tal ks about,
because nowhere does it describe any anmount of great
detail that she canme up with that woul d suggests they
were fabricated because she showed her true notivation.
Initially, she didn't want to conme to the trial because
she said she was suffering anxiety.

She al so said she's been in communication, at
| east try to contact Ronero. He said he never tried to
contact her. Up until a couple of days before. She
said |'"'msorry this has happened to you. She knows
what she did. He she got upset, she |lost her cool and
that's why we're here. W want you to now | ook at al
the opportunity and the evidence and find hi m not

guilty of all charges, thank you for your tine.
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HONORABLE FACI O LI NCE: Thank you.

M5. MCCARTHY: Comm ssion, the
Departnent's -- preponderance of evidence,
specification 1 that on Septenber 30, 2021, Respondent
engaged in a physical altercation with Ms. Danielle
Ronmero causing injury to her. That on specification
two, also on the sanme date, during that same
altercation, M. Ronero responded to di sconnected
Ms. Ronero's phone call with her nom

On specification 3, Respondent spit in her
face the blood in her nouth; ripped her sweatshirt and
broke the neckl ace off her neck. G ven the evidence
before the court, the only appropriate penalty that
addresses m sconduct is term nation.

Ms. Ronmero cane before you today and
testified about what happened on the ni ght of
Sept enber 30, 2021. This is nore than just an
unfortunate situation, this was a violent situation.
After they got in the argunent she |eft and cane back
I nside after Respondent's request. You heard her tell
you she tried to talk to himand he nenaci ngly counted
down, which he admtted to and then he went after her.
Bel i eve that she was going to cone after her because
this wasn't the first time this happened. Wasn't the

first tinme Respondent had gotten physical with her.
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She was expecting it. Respondent escal ated the dispute
Into a physical one. She got on the bed to get away
fromhim She didn't want to engage with him
physically, but that didn't stop the Respondent. M.
Ronmer o grabbed her by the hair and dragged her off the
bed by her arns and hair, and dragged her out the
apartnment by her arns and hair. You heard her tell she
ri pped her boxers when she was bei ng grabbed because
she was | ooking for anything to hold on to to gain her
footing. She told us she finally stood up and took the
opportunity to defend herself causing the Respondent to
bl eed, he spit that blood right back in her face,
ri pped her sweatshirt and ripped the necklace off her
neck.

As if everything he did wasn't enough,
Respondent took a step away further and said she report
her as EDP and knew because when she tried to nmake the
phone call, he took the phone because he needed to know
who she was calling. And she wouldn't tell so his
response is to snatch the phone and see who she's
cal l'i ng.

W have ten photos in evidence that shows all
the injuries she sustained during this incident, nuch
of which you see substantial bruising to each of her

arns. The Departnent submits to the court that the
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Respondent had to use a significant anount of force,
during that prolonged struggle to cause that bruising
and scratches to Ms. Ronmero's arns, neck and face. The
photos in evidence corporate another viol ence
altercation took place in which Ms. Ronero sustained
the brunt of the injuries. The Departnent has never
seen any photos of the Respondent's so called injuries.
They weren't provided to the investigators by the
Respondent. He said he was never asked for them They
weren't brought here today.

W al so have in evidence a donestic incident
report, which when you have the chance to reviewit,
the narrative she provides is fully consistent with the
narrative she gave today. She had over an hour to talk
about it, with substantial nore detail, than what she
wote on ten lines that she wote on the piece of paper
the night of the incident at the precinct. You see
that the main points are all there, everything is
consi stent. The defense suggests that she was coached
to say that it was a summary of the incident, that she
was just summari zi ng what happened, but she al so said
In the stand, she hasn't reviewed this report before.
This was not part of her witness prep. Wen you're
able to review the testinony, you can see she said she

hadn't seen it before.
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| also want to tal k about her demeanor
stand. She was extrenely forthcom ng and consi s
She was honest with her own actions about the
altercation. She admts to punching himin the
she admts to ripping his boxers off. You also
from Sergeant Janmes Rahill, his testinony was al
forthcom ng. Wen he didn't know an answer, he
don't know. He didn't fill in blanks with thing
just wanted to fill in. Between the testinony t
heard today from Ms. Ronero herself, which she ¢
have enbellished if she wanted to. She could've
things up if she wanted to, she could' ve nmade th

much nore worse for the police officer, as well
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You heard fromthe Respondent as well.
sat before us and he admtted to draggi ng her by
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at the blood on her face and her shirt, it's from her
forehead to the mddle of her chest. You have to be
spitting pretty hard to get it all over sonebody I|ike
that. For an accident, he has a pretty good aim He
admts that her sweatshirt and chain probably ripped
during the scuffle. But the scuffle would have to be
pretty intense for a sweatshirt to rip. It is also
uncl ear at what point if he's only grabbing her by the
arns as they were struggling. He admts to taking her
phone from her because he needed to know who she was
calling. He needed to know because he was worried she
was going to call 911 and he threatens to report her as
an EDP. This is an act of intimdation because he
knows that she knows what that neans because he taught
her. Conmi ssioner, the Respondent admits what he can't
deny and denies what he can't admit. He cannot
m nimze his aggression. He admts it was so intense
that he recogni zes he had to go cool off after the
i ncident. Cool off fromwhat? The Departnment submts
that he had to cool off because he was the primry
aggressor at this incident, he was at a ten.

After this incident, it takes hours for him
to be placed under arrest at the 50th Precinct. The
Respondent's account and his testinony here today

doesn't conport with | ogic and common sense. But the
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I njury photos you have in evidence, the donestic

I ncident report, as well as testinony, fully consistent

with the conplainant's account. The Respondent has

provi ded an explanation for everything that is |ess

t han plausible. Additionally, the Respondent cane here

today and characterized hinself as the victim and
stated he took injury photos but he was never asked so
he never gave themto anybody. He had every
opportunity to tell police officers he wanted to press

charges agai nst her and he didn't. As everybody in

this room probably knows, it's called a cross conpl ai nt

and it happens all the tine.

| would also Iike to note that he's facing
charges under the adm nistrative guide, not the penal
|l aw. There's no -- doctrine as far as adm nistrative
guide as a police officer, he has a different code of
conduct he has to adhere to on and off duty.

Regardi ng specifications, 1, 2 and 3, all
occurring contenporaneously with the sane altercation
for engaging in a physical altercation, causing injury
spitting blood at his victim disconnecting her phone
call, the Departnent |ooks to disciplinary guidelines,
page 35 for physically acts of donestic violence with
physi cal injuries and/or physical injuries indicative

of a sustained and prol onged physical struggle or a
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physical act. The resulting penalty in m sconduct is
term nation. Departnent submts that the physica
injuries of Ms. Ronero are significant but indicative
of sustai ned prol onged and physical act of struggle.
The brui ses around her arms, scratches around her face
and neck, tells the Respondent forceable dragged her
around hol ding her arns as tightly as he could and al so
ri pped her shirt and necklace off her body. W know
she was trying to break free when this is happening and
trying to stand on other owmn two feet. This is all
after dragging her by her hair and spitting bl ood on
her face and preventing her from finishing her phone
call with her nother. And then tells her he'll report
her as an EDP and tell her he can break her face. The
Respondent canme up here and m nim zed his conduct and
then stated that he's disappointed in her for what she
did to himthat night. Even if the court doesn't find
the altercation to constitute a prol onged or sustained
physi cal act called for determ nation.

The totality acts of simlarly calls for
term nation al so page 35. The Respondent's actions are
unbefitting for a nenber of the service who are
entrusted with hel ping nenbers of the public, victins
just like Ms. Ronero herself. The Respondent's

behavi or was inconsistent with the values of departnent
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and inconpati ble of being a unifornmed nenber of the
service. Departnent admts all specifications by
preponder ance of the evidence -- but that the
af orenmenti oned circunstances aggravate the fact that
call for Respondent's dismssal fromthe Departnent.
Thank you.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Thank you. At
this tinme | amreserving deci sion.

O ficer Ronmero, should | find you guilty of
any specifications that are charged, | wll be
reviewi ng your enploynent record in connection with any
recommendation that | make regarding the -- the review
will generally include the duration of prior fornal
di sciplinary action, if any, and prior discipline
nonitoring, if any, departnent resignation, if any, and
consi deration of your l|last three formal performance
eval uations. You have the right to review your own
enpl oynent record. |If there is anything in your
enpl oynent hi story besides what | already nentioned
that you wish to have considered on the issue of
penal ty, please have your attorney submt this materi al
to our office no |ater than three business days from
t oday.

A draft of my report and recommendation wl|

be sent to you through your attorney for comment, and
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your commrents on the draft decision will be sent to the
pol i ce comm ssioner along with ny report and
recommendati on. Do you understand everything | just
sai d?

POLI CE OFFI CER ROMERO.  Yes.

HONORABLE FACI O- LI NCE: Do you have any
guestions?

THE W TNESS: No.

HONORABLE FACI O-LINCE: Wth that said, we
have concluded for today. Thank you everyone.

(Tinme noted: 4:42 P.M)
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W TNESS:
DANI ELLE ROVERO
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
CROSS EXAM NATI ON
DI RECT VO R DI RE
FURTHER CROSS EXAM NATI ON
RE- DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

W TNESS:

JAVES RAHI LL
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
CROSS EXAM NATI ON
RE- DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
RE- CROSS EXAM NATI ON

W TNESS:

JERVACK ROVERO
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
CROSS EXAM NATI ON

EXH BI TS
Departnent’'s 1-10
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS!

COUNTY OF NEW YORK )

|, VANESSA WALKER, a shorthand reporter within
and for the State of New York, do hereby certify that
the within is a true and accurate transcript of the
statement taken on 07/25/2023.

| further certify that | amnot related to any
of the parties to this action by blood or by narri age,
and that | amin no way interested in the outcone of
this matter.

I N W TNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny hand
this 25th day of July, 2023.

Vanessa Walkerxr
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